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CHRISTIAN READER, Mn ͤö/ 


Tn ac6on of the fol wing Treatiſe is thy 


ſpiritual advantage, that by diſplaying the. hea- 


\ 


venly glory to the eyes of thy mind, thou 


mayeſt have thy affections and defires ſtirred 
up to chooſe it as 7 chiefeſt treaſure, and 


then where thy. treaſure is, thy heart will 


ſoon be alſo: And perhaps here is as much 


faid to engage thy affections as has been any 


where written upon this ſubject ; and-which, 


through the Divine Bleſſing, may beger id 


thee thoſe breathings after the happinels here 
deſcribed, which may iſſue in thy eternal 


fruition of it. It does not indeed pretend to 


give a graphical deſcription thereof (for it does 


not yet yet appear what we ſhall he) but it gives 
ſuch a deſcription of it as the Diyine Oracles, 


will warrant; ſhewing wherein the nature of 


our happineſs doth chiefly conſiſt, and re- 
ſolving the moſt abſtruſe and curious queſtions 


about it according to the word of truth. : 
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And ſeeing love and defire are the wings 


of the ſoul, by which it flies towards heaven, 
I doubt not but the devout ſoul will here find 
| thoſe attractives that will inſenſibly draw it 
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EY ro THE READER, 5 
thither: For what can more engage our af- 
fections than the deſire of beholding that 
bright Eternal Excellency, who is altogether | 
deſires; and whom the Church deſcribes as 
Jairer than the children of men] And, if he 
was ſo in the days of his humiliation, how 
much more - glorious is he on the throne, 
being crowned with glory and honour, as the 
Apoſtle to the Hebrews ſpeaks... 205 


4 


But altho' glorious things be ſpoken of the 
city of God, which is repreſented to us as an 
eternal excellency, and the joy of many genera- 
trons; yet, after the largeſt deſcriptions, we 
hall be. forced to acknowledge, when we 
come to beaven, what the Queen of Sheba 
did when ſhe ſaw the glory of Solomon, that 
tbe half has not been told us. 
However, there is enough to engage our 
E hearts, and raviſh our affections, and to make 
us. cry out with David, How amiable are thy 
tabernaclet, O Lord of hols! But as love 
and deſire carries us after that which we ap- 
prehend to be amiable and lovely, fo fear is a 
paſſion of the ſoul whereby it flies from, and 
avoids,. whatever it apprehends to be evil; and 
this paſſion works as ſtrongly in ſome ſouls, 
as love and deſire does in others. And to 
theſe the viſions of hell may be as uſeful to 
affright them from it, as the viſions f 
heaven to draw the others to it. Here you 
may, as it were, lay your ears to the mouth. : 
of Tophet, and hear the doleful lamentations | 


x6 in: 


85 10 THE READER, © YG 
of thoſe loſt wretches, that through a vain 
| _ purſuit of finful pleaſures, have brought upon 
| themſelves eternal miſeries. Here you maß 
ſee how they too ſoon lament thoſe torments 
it is too late tq help; and theſe ſhould, to all 
wiſe conſidering perſons, be looked on as ſo 


. 


nany ſea- marks, to warn others to avoid the 


1 


like deſtruction. 


— 


The author to the Hebrews tells us, that 


Maß being moved with fear prepared an ark 
to the Jaomg of his houſe ; and if the fear of 


the torments of hell (which are here {6 


to come; it will be an unſpeakable mercy. 
Nor let any one be ſtumbled; that this is 


lively deſcribed) move any ſouls to get into 
the Ark, Chriſt Jeſus, and fo avoid the wrath” 


— 


delivered under the ſimilitude of a viſſon; for 


ſo long as the truths herein conveyed are a- 
cording to the true analogy of faith, the drefs. 


in which they are put may be very well diſ- 


penſed with, I have done herein like the 
phyſicians, who put their phyſio in ſome 


pleaſant vehicle, to make it go down ihe eaſier 


with their patients; and fince the way to 
heaven has been fo taking under the fimili-. 7 
tude of a dream, why ſhould-not;the journeys 


end be as acceptable under the ſimilitude of a 


_ vifion? Nay, why ſhould it not be more ac- 
ceptable, fince the end is preferable to the 
means, and heaven to the way that brings us 
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1 TO THE READER, | 
thither? The Pilgrim met with many diffi- 


culties, but here they are all over; all ſtorms 


and tempeſts here are huſhed in filence and 


ſerenity. 


Let us ftay no longer here then, but mount 
thither upon the golden wings of faith and 


love: For. ho, the winter is paſt; the rain is 


over and gone; the flowers appear on the earth; 
the time of the ſinging of birds is come, and the 


voice of the turtle is heard in our land; yea, the 
blefſed Bridegroom of our ſouls calls to us, 
Ariſe my love, my fair one, come away. Which, 
reader, that thou mayeſt make haſte to do, is 


OT x2 Thy ſoul's well-wiſher, 2 
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INTRODUCTION. 3 
HEN wicked and profligate perſons , t 
| _ have gone on in a courſe of. fin to that de- 
„ gree that they can ſcarce hope for pardon, and 


find they have reaſon to fear the juſt judge- 
| 1 ment of God for their ſins, they begin at firſt 


h to wiſh that there was no God to puniſh - 4 
ak them, which they think their intereſt, and ſo 

by degrees come to perſuade themſelves that 
'} there is none; and then they ſet themſelves to 
4} ſtudy for arguments to back their opinion, 
„„ and prove what they are willing to believe. Je | 
eas with one of this ſort of brutes (for they are 
l 2 worthy the name of men) that IL had 

1 \ -the unhappineſs to be acquainted, who would 
pe continually inculcating me, that there was 
 \ © azather God nor devil, heaven nor hell, and 
I that thoſe things were only the politic in- 
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8 INTRODUCTION. 8 Kg 
. ventions of ſuch as were willing to keep the 
+ world in awe; 7% (ſays he) as we talk of 
bug- bears to 1 bk. It was _ 
without horror and trembling that I firft heard 
this diſcourſe, and therefore I uſually left 
him when he began upon theſe topics; but 
his ſpeaking of them to me ſo often, at laſt 
; 88 with me to conſider what grounds 
be had for what he ſaid, and from this time 1 
found my mind perplexed with ſo much trouble 
and darkneſs that I could hardly bear up. under 
it, for I knew not how to make it out, to my 


dyn ſatis faction, thoſe truths which before 


Appeatred to me ſelf-evident I could not 
think there was no God but with the 
greateſt horror; yet I called in queſtion the 
truth of his being. I would not have parted 
with my hopes of heaven, to have been 
made heir of all the world; and yet J que- 
ſtioned whether there was any ſuch place or 
ſtate; and I began to doubt whether there 

was any hell; and yet at the ſame time 

thought I found the flames of it flaſhing in my 
face. Thus was my mind diſtracted with ap- 


parent contradictions, and I found I was invol- ] 


ved in a labyrinth of confuſion, out of which 
I had no clue to extricate myſelf. In this per- 
plexed condition I went to my falſe friend, to 


ſee what comfort he would adminiſter to me; 


= {which was like Saul's going to the witch f 


Endor, when God had forſaken him) but 


„ . * INTRODUCTION. 8 
1 what he ſaid did more confound than jatisfy 
: me, He indeed laughed at my fears, pre- 
tended to pity my weakneſs, and ſeemed to 
hug himſelt in the freedom and liberty which 
he enjoyed. He told me he was never mo- 
lefted in the proſecution of what he had to 
do; by the frightful mormoes of a future ſtate, 
or an after-reckoning ; that nature was the 
orbat thiſtreſs of the univerſe, and. that therefore 
e followed her dictates; and that all the care 
he took was to live here, that when his duft 
ſhould be next impregnated, it might be into 
ſore delightful tpecies of beings: Which 
. would likewiſe, in a great meaſure, be owing 
to the place of his burial; for if he were buried 
in a church, or laid up in a vault, it was poſ- 
ſible his duſt might be turned into ſpiders; 
toads, or ſerpents; and therefore he defigned 
to be buried in a field or garden, if he could, 
that there his aſhes'might ſpring up in curious 
and delightful flowers, which was the utmoſt - * 
happineſs he could ' propoſe. to himſelf z and - - 
" ſhould be very well ſatisfied to find all thoſe 
ſpirits and powers he was now poſſeſſed of, 
exerted in the variegated beauties of nature : 
And further he affirmed, that for aught he 
knew, in the various metempſychoſis of na- 
ture, he might, ſome ages hence, again im- 
 Pregnate a human body, as he believed he had 
done many ages paſt, _ x 
I I then urged the Scriptures againſt all this 
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io INTRODUCTION. | | 
wuintelligible ſyſtem ;, but he exploded that, as 


| being only the engine by which politic men 


brought about their deſigns; and that to prove 
' a Deity by the Scriptures, was the ſame thing 
as to + the Divine Original of the Scrip- 
tures by the being of a Deity, which was 
idem per ide. 5 

Theſe diſcourſes of his putting me till on 
ſurther doubts, I became ſo uneaſy that my 
life was a burthen to me; I dreaded to be left 
to the belief of thoſe curſed notions, and yet 
they continually ran in my mind; 1 wiſhed a 
thouſand times I had never heard them, and 
yet they were ever before me: What, ſaid I 

to myſelf, is all my hopes of heaven nothing 
but a vain chimera! ve I ſerved God for 
nothing? Or rather have I fancied on, when 


there is no ſuch being? It is impoſſible to 


tell the agonies I felt, upon my giving way to 
ſuch thoughts as theſe, which ſtill with greater 
force aſſaulted me, until at laſt I was hurried 
to the utmoſt pitch of deſperation: Why 
ſhould I linger thus, thought I, between de- 
ſpair and hope? Is it not better, faid I to my- 
- ſelf, to put a period to this wretched life, and 
to try the truth of thing? 
Upon this, I took a reſolution to deſtroy. 
"myſelf, and in order thereunto, went out oss 
morning to an adjacent wood, where I in- 
tended to act this bloody tragedy, Which, 236 
1 Was about to perpetrate, methought I heard 


1 


2 


# 


INTRODUCTION. 72 5 x #4 


<0 ſecret whiſper, faying, O Epenetus, 
not thyſelf in everlaſting miſery ta grat: 5* 
4. 's worſt, enemy ; that fatal froke thou art 
about to give, £ eals up. 5 own damnation; en 
; there be a GOD, as ſure there is, br 2 2 
1 bepe for mercy from him, when you thus %. 
tu ully. be for er9 rom Þ From whence. this 
ſecret whiſper came, knew not, but do be- 
lieve it was from God; for I am fure it came 
with ſo much. power, it made me fling away 
che inſtrument with which I had defigned tg 
offer yiolence to my own lif e and 5 * 
5 in a moment the wickedne 8 thereof. 


289 99 


inviſible and ew ae that came ys ſea- 
1 ſonably to my reſcue, and gratitude obliged, 
. me to return him thanks; fo 17 kneeled down. | 
Do upon the ground, and ſaid, | 8 1 
1 O thou inviſible eternal Power, aback 1055 8 
5 unſeen by man, beholdeft all. his ations, and who. 
| haft now withheld me from the defacing. of thine. 

| mage, I give Lr, bumble thanks: Yes, O thou 
7 Sovereign Be of of all beings, I give thee thanks. 
F Hat I am l alive, and able to acknowledge. 
erg is fach a being: O do not hide thyſelf. 
Tow * in fu thick "Boa 7 dart- 
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* IN TRODUCTION, | * 
7 but let the Sun of Glory ſhine upon me, and 


I | 
7 | 
chaſe away the blackneſs of my benighted Jaut, 


that I may neuer more queſtion thy being or om- 


. nipotence, which I have had this moment ſo 
great experience of. © D 
Then riſing from my knees, I went and fat 
me down upon a bank, my mind yp } 
greatly taken up with the adoring thoughts of 
that Eternal Goodneſs that had ſo eminently 
 ſaved- me from the dreadful gulph of ever- 


laſting ruin, when I was juſt going to plunge = 6 


- myſelf intoit. And now methought I could not 
but admire that I ſhould be ſo ſottiſh to call in 
Jueſtion the being of a Deity, which every 
creature was witneſs of, and which a man's 
own conſcience, more than a thouſand wit- 
neſſes, could not but diftate to him. 5 
Now, whilſt my thoughts were taken up 
with © theſe meditations, as I ſat upon the 
bank, 1 was ſuddenly ſurrounded with a glo- 
rious light, the exceeding brightneſs whereof 
Was ſuch as I had never ſeen any thing like it 


# * 


g before. This both ſurprized and amazed me, 


and. whilſt I was wondering from whence it 
came, I ſaw coming towards me a glorious 
appearance, repreſenting the perſon of a man, 
but circled round about with lucid beams of” 
inexpreſſible light and glory, which ſtreamed - 


from him all the way he came; his counte- 


. nance was very awful, and yet mixed with 
ſuch an air of ſweetneſs as rendered it ex 


3 INTRODUCTION, , | 13 
tremely pleaſing, and gave me ſome ſecret 
hopes he came not to me as an enemy; and 


yet I knew Not. how | to bear his bright ap- 


pearance; and endeavouring to ſtand upon my 


feet, I ſoon found I had no more ſtrength in 


me, and ſo fell flat down upon my face; but 

by the kind affiſtance of his arm, I was ſoon 
ſet upon my feet again, and new ſtrength was 
put into me; which I ſoon perceiving, ad- 


dreſſed myſelf to the bright form before me, 


ſaying, O my. ſhining Deliverer, who haſt in- 
vigorated my feeble body, and reſtored me to'new 
life; haw ſhall I acknowledge my thankfulneſs, 


and in what manner ſhall I adore thee ns 


To which he replied, both with an- air of 
majeſty and mildneſs, Pay thy adorations to the 
Author of thy being, and not to me, bh thy 

feliow-creature; and am ſent by him, whoſe very |. 
being thou haſt ja lately denied, to ſtop thee from 

falling into that eternal ruin, whereints' than, © 
wert going to precipitate thyſelf. Gooden 


This touched my heart with ſuch a ſenſe of 
my own unworthineſs, that my ſoul even 


melted within, and I could not forbear cry- 
ing out, O how utterly unworthy am I of all 
yecet eee, OT Re 
To which the heavenly meſſenger replied, 
The divine Majefly does not conſult, in ſhewing. 
mercy, thy unworthineſs, but his own un- 
bounded goodneſs and incomprehenſible love ; He 


i 


INTRODUCTION, 


jak difired thy ruin, and let him ge un with. . 
Ho es of overcoming thee, but ſtill upheld" thee 
by This k ecret power, through which; when Sa- 
tan 4255 hinſeif moſt ſure, the ſnare is bro- 
ken, and thou art eſcaped. "Theſe words made 
me break forth | in this ecſtatic 2 Oo 


0 Ws. the depths of this . ve can tell, 

To fave a tempted ſinking ſoul from hell!? 

Oo glory, glory to my daviour's name, 

IU now through all eternity proclaim! 

Who, when 1 oh the brink of ruin lay, * 

Sav'd me from him WhO would my ſoul betray : 
nd now I know, tho I _ God would own,  - : 
he LORD i 18 GOD, 7 He 18 GOD alone Th 


Aug. Well, faid this heavenly. viſitor, with. 
2 pleaſing countenance, that you may never 
doubt any more of the reality of eternal. things, 
xs end of my coming to you is to convikce - you 

the truth of them; noi by faith only, but by 
Zebe alfo: For 1 will. ſhew you ſuch. things as 
mere never yet beheld by mortal eye; and to that 
end, your eyes ſhall be firengthened, and made 

fitting. to behold immaterial objefts.. | 
At theſe ſurpriſing words of the angel, I was 

much aſtoniſhed, and doubted how I 

be able to bear it; and ſaid to him, 1 2 

O, my Lord! wha is ſu efficient to bear-; ſuch” a 

fig be? © y 

To which he replied, The joy 0 | the Lord 

| hall be your flrength, And when þ had * 
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in he took hold of me and aid, Fear not, 
Ver am ſent 'to-ſhew thee things thou haft: not 
een: And before I was aware, I found myſelf 
far above the earth, which ſeemed to me a 
very {mall and inconfiderable point, ig; com- 
pariſon. of that region of lights into ech 
was tranſlated, - + 
Then I ſajd to my bright conductor, 0 let 
i not offend my Lord, if Laika n 
two of thee. ,, _ 
To which he anſwered, Seal on: It is my 
' Ya to inform thee of ſuch things which 
thou ſhalt inquire, of mei For I am a mini- 
: 19 25 ſpirit, ſent forth to miniſter to thee, and 3 
to thoſe that ſhall be heirs of ſalvatio. 
I then ſaid; T would fain be informed; ba 1 
| that dark ſpot, fo far below me, is; which - 
grew lels and leſs, as I was mounted higher 


L 

E 

l and higher, and appears much Sages: Anse I 
y came into this region of light. 125 

5 

1 

1 


hat little ſpot; anſwered iy: conductor; 4 
that now looks ſo dark and contemptible, - 1 
that world of which you was ſo lately an in- 
habitant: Here you may fee how little all that 


is Vorld appears, for a ſmall part of which, fo 

d | many do unweariedly labour, and lay out all 

bs their ſtrength and time to rehafe it. This 
7 is that ſpot of earth that Hd we and ſub- =» 
61 i divided into. ſo many kingdoms, to purchaſe - 
rd \ MW one of which, ſo many .horrid and nefarious 
id” Villainies, o * bloody and unnatural mur- 
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16 INTRODUCTION; | 
ders have been committed, Yea, this is that 
ſpot of earth, to obtain one ſmall part whereof. 
fo many men have run the hazard of lofing, 
nay, have actually loſt, their precious and 
immortal ſouls; ſo precious, that the Prince 
of Peace has told us, That though one man could 
gain the whole, it could not countervail ſo great 
2 li. And the great reaſon of their folly is, 
becauſe they do not look to things above: 
For, as you well obſerve, as you aſcended 
nearer to this region, the world appeared 
ſtill leſs, and more contemptible ; and fo it 
will do to all who can, by faith, once get 
their hearts above it. For could the ſons of 
men below, but ſee the world juſt as it is, 
they would not covet it as they now do: But 
they, alas! are in a ſtate of darkneſs; and, 
which is worſe, they love to walk therein. 
For though the Prince of Light came down 
amongſt them, and plainly ſhewed them the 
true Light of Life, (Which, by his miniſters, 
he ſtill continues) yet they go on in darkneſs, 
and will not bring en into the lieh, 
becauſe their deeds are evil. . 
Epenetus. I aſked him further. What were 
thoſe multitudes of black and horrid forms, 
that hover in the air above the world? which 
J indeed ſhould have been much afraid of, 
but that I ſaw, as you paſſed by, they fled; 
perhaps as not being able to abide that bright- _ 
neſs with which you are arrayed: OT] 


% . 
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thy: To this he anſwered me; They wete 
the fallen and apoſtate ſpirits, which for their 
pride and their rebellion were caſt down from 
heaven, and wander in the air hy the decree 
of the Almighty; being bound in chains of 
darkneſs, and kept unto the judgment of the 
great day. And from thence they are per- 
mitted to deſcerſd into the world, both for 
the trial of the select, and for the condemna- 
tion of the wicked. And though you now 
ſee they have black and horrid forms, yet were 
they once the ſons of Light, and were arrayed 
in robes of gloriqus brightneſs, like what you 
ſee me wear, + The loſs of which, though it 
was the effect of their own wilful fins, fills them 
Voith rage and malice againſt the ever- bleſſed 
| God, whoſe power and majeſty they fear and 
hate: but WR loſt their innocence and glo- 
ry, they fly th 
tation, and till continue their obedience to 
their grert Creator; in whicn they are con- 
firmed by the bleſſed Son of God. 1 

Epen. But, tell me, ſaid J, O my happy 


e ſpirits that have kept their 


conductor, have they no hopes of being re- 


conciled to God again, after ſome term of 
time, or at leaſt ſome of them? 4. 
Ang. No, not at all, ſaid he, they are loſt. 

for ever: They were the firſt that ſinned, 
and had no tempter; and they were all at 
once caſt down from heaven. Wc ** 


— 
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fo vanes have fo much malice ag th the ſons 
of men, whom it is a torment to them to fee 
made heirs of 1 i whilft they are doomed 
to hell. 
By this time we were got above the ſun, | 
Whoſe vaſt and glorious body, above an hun- 
dred times far greater than the earth, moved 
round the great expanſe, wherein it was placed, 
with ſuch a mighty ſwiftneſs, that to relate it 
it would appear incredible. But my con- 
guctor told me, this mighty immenſe hang- 
5 ing lobe of fire was one of the great works 
d, and of ſo ſwift a-motion, it moved 
above a hundred thouſand miles in that ſmall 
ſpace of time we call an hour. And yet it 
always keeps its conſtant courſe, and never 
has the leaſt irregularity i in its diurnal, or its 
annual motion; and ſo exceeding plorious 
in its 0 0 that had not my viſive faculty 
been greatly ſtrengthened, I could not have 
\ beheld it: Nor were thoſe mighty globes of 
fire, we call the fixed ſtars, leſs wonderful; 
whoſe vaſt and extreme height, ten thouſand 
' leagues at leaſt above the ſun, makes them 
appear like candles in our ſight, though every 
one * them Da in magnitude the body 
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of the earth: And ſhould but one of thoſe 
vaſt bodies fall, it would burn the world to 
cinders in a moment: and yet they hang 


within their ſpheres without any ſupport, ini 


a pure ſea of zther, ſo thin, and of ſo great 
tenuity, that nothing but his word that: firſt. 
created them could keep them in their ſtation. 

|  Epenetus, Theſe words are enough; ſaid I 
to my conductor, to convince any one of 


the great power of their much more adorable 


Creator, and of the blackneſs of that infideli- 
ty which can call in queſtion the being of a 
Deity, who has given the whole world ſo 


many bright evidences of his power and glo- 9 


ry, that were not men like beaſts, ſtill looking 


downwards, they could not but acknowledge | 


his great power and wiſdom, | 
40 Lou ſpeak what is true, replied he, 

but you ſhall ſee far greater things than theſe: 

Theſe are all but the ſcaffolds and outworks 


to that glorious building wherein the bleſſed | 


above-inhabit, that houſe not made with hands, 


eternal in the heavens: A view of which (as 


far as you are capable to r e it) ſhall 


now be given Fu” 
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W HAT I had been told by my con- | 
| ductor, 1 found good in a few moments; | 
for I was preſently tranſlated into the glo- 
rious manſions of the bleſſed; and faw ſuch 35: 
things as it is impoſſible to repreſent, and heard | 
that raviſhing melodious harmony that I can | 
never utter: Well, therefore, might the be- | 
loved Apoſtle St. John tell us in his epiſtle, | 
Moto are we the ſons of God; and it does not | © 
yet appear what we ſhall be ! Whoever has 
not ſeen that glory, can ſpeak but very im- 
perfectly of it; and they that have, cannot | 
tell the thouſandth part of what it is. And 
therefore the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, | 
who tells us he had been caught up into Pa- | 
F. radiſe, where he had heard unſpeakable words, 
|, Which is not poſſible for a man to utter, gives 
As no other account of it, but that Eye has 
not ſeen, nor ear has heard, nor has it entered. 
into the heart of man to conceive the things that 
GOD has laid up for thoſe that love him, But 
1 will give you the beſt account I can of what- 
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T law and heard of the diſcourſes T Had with 
ſome of the bleſſed, as near as I can remember. 
When I was firſt brought near this glori- 
ous palace, I ſaw,innumerable hoſts of bright 
attendants, wh welcomed me into that bliſs- 
ful ſeat of happine(s, having in all their 
countenances an air of perfect joy, and of the 
higheſt ſatisfaction. And 8 I faw that 
perfect and unapproachable light, that aſ- _ 
ſimulates all things into its own nature, for 
even the - ſouls of the glorified faints are 
tranſparent and diaphonous. Neither are they 
enlightened by the ſun, or any. created lumi- 
naries; but kf that light, that flows with ſo - 
much tranſparent brightneſs throughout thoſe 
heavenly manſions, is nothing elſe- but ema- 
nations of the Divine Glory; in compariſon - 


of which, the light of the ſun is but darkneſs. 
And all the litre of the moſt ſparkling dia- 


monds, the fire of cirbuncles, fapphires and 
rubies, and the orient brightneſs. of the richeſt 
pearl, are but dead coals in compariſon to its 
glory : -and therefore called The throne of the 
glory of God, wherein the radiant luſtre of the 
Divine Majeſty is revealed | in the moſt illuſtri- 
ous manner. | | 
The ineffable Deity, exalted on the high | 

me of his glory, receiving the adora- 

tion of - myriads of angels and faints, fing- 
ing Forth eternal hallelujahs and praiſes to 
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to view. Well may he therefore be calted 
The God of Glory, for by his glorious preſence 
he makes heaven what it is; there being 
rivers of pleaſures perpetually ſpringing from 


- fulneſs, joy, and ſplendor, to all the bleſſed 
inhabitants of Heaven, the place of his happy 
reſidence, and ſeat of his eternal empire; 
wherein the Divine Majeſty diffuſes the richeſt 
beams of his goodneſs and glory, and in 
which his choſen ſaints and ſervants ſee and 
praiſe his for ever adorable excellencies. 
For my own. part, my viſive faculty was ſo 
far too weak to bear the leaſt tranſlucid ray 
ſhot from that everlaſting ſpring of light and 
glory x ug ſat upon the throne, that I was 
forced to cry to my conductor, The fight 
of ſo much glory is too great for frail mortality 
to bear: yet is it ſo refreſhing and delightful, - 
that 1 "Hig would behold it, though I die. 
Ang. No, no, ſaid my conductor, death 
enters not within this bleſſed place: Here 
life and immortality reſide; nor ſin nor ſor- 
row here have ought to do: For it is the glory 
of this happy place to be for ever freed from 
all that is evil; and without that exemption, 
dur bleſſedneſs even here would be imperfect. 
But come along with me, and I will, bring 
thee to one that is in the body, as thou art; 
* Him converſe a while, ul I Huy 


the Divine. Preſence, and conciliating cheer- 


Bis: + 


t DO ao -— 


me through thou 
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| another miniſtration, and then 1 wil re-con- 


duct thee back again. 
Epen. O rather, ſaid I with Pie eagerneſs, 
Jer me ſtay here; for here is no need © 


building tabernacles; the heavenly manſions | 


are here ready fitted. 


e which oy ſhining meſſenger 're replied,  _ 
ou ſhalt be fixed for ever; 


Here in a while t 
but the divine will firſt muſt be obeyed. — 
Swift as a thought, he preſently conveyed 
Ends of thoſe bright and 

winged ſpirits; and then preſented me to that 
illuſtrious ſaint, the great Elijah, who taber- 
nacled in the world below 16 many hundred 


ages paſt and gone; and yet methought I 


knew him at firſt ſight as well as if we had ; 


been contemporaries, | 


Ang. Here's one (ſaid my condudigy to Eli- 1 
jah) who by the commiſſion from the Imperial 
Throne has been permitted to ſurvey theſe 
realms of light; and I have brought him hi- 
ther, to learn from thee herein its glory 
and its happineſs conſiſts, - 

_ Elijab. That, ſays the prophet, 1 ſhall gladly 
do; for it is our meat and drink in theſe bleſſed” 
regions.to do the will of God and the Lamb, 


to ſing his praiſes, and ſerve him with the 


humbleſt adoration, ſaying, Bleſſing, and bo- 
nour, and glory, and power, be unto him that 


fits upon the throne ; and to the Lamb for. ever 


and . For he has n us to God by bit 
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blood, out of every kindred and tongue, and beo- 


ple and nation, and made us unto eur God kings 
and prieſts: Even jo, Amen. And I likewiſe 
added my Amen to that of the holy prophet. / 
The prophet then - inquired of ms; on 
what account this great permiſſion and pfivi - 
lege was given to me? (by which 1 underſtand 
the ſaints in Heaven are ignorant of what is 
done on earth; how then can prayers: be nie 
rected to them. 8 
I then rehearſed what "7 pt here ſet youth 
by y way of introduction: At which the holy 
prophet broke forth into this exclamation. - | 
ljah.. Glory for ever be aſcribed to him phat 
| fits on the —— and to the Lamb, for bis un- 
bounded goodneſs, and great condeſcenſion to the 
weakneſs of a poor doubting inner. After 
which he faid, Now give attention to what I 
, ſhall ſpeak. And then he thus began: 
97-0 What you have ſeen nd deu 
already, Jam ſure — never can relate ſo as 
to make it underſtood: For it is beyond what 
eye hath ſeen or ear hath heard, or what 
the heart of man is able to conceive; I mean 
of thoſe not yet tranſlated to this glorious 
| fate, nor freed. from their groſs elemental 
ies: Nor is my being in the body here, 
any objeQion to what I now aſſert; for 
thou I} it has not been ſubject to the common 
lot of mortals, death, yet has it ſuffered ſuch 
7M e as has been 1 in ſome ſenſe n 
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| thereto; for it is made both ſpiritual and im- 
paſſible, and is now no more capable of any 
farther ſuffering than thoſe bleſſed angels are 
that compaſs round the throne: And yet in 
this conſummate ſtate of happineſs I cannot 
utter all that I enjoy; nor do I know What 
ſhall be yet enjoyed, for here our happineſs 1 is 
always new. 
Epenet. I then requeſted of the bleſſed pro- 
phet a little to explain himſelf, becauſe I un- 
| 2 75 how happineſs could be conſum- 
mate, - — admit of new additions; for, 
in the below, we generally think that 
What is conſummate is completely finiſhed. 
I humbly hope, faid I,. what I ſhall ſay may 
not be taken as the effect of a vain curiofity, 
but that my underſtanding may be cultivated, 
which yet retains but cn ideas of theſe hea- | 


1 venly e 

7.6 Elijah. To (atisfy your doubting foul; and 

28 to confirm your wavering faith, is the chief 
At reaſon of your being brought hither, through 

at the permiſſion of the great Three One; ; and 
an - therefore I would have you ſtill, as any doubt 
us ariſes in your breaſt, to make it known. But 


as to that which you object, that happineſs 
cannot be conſummate, and yet admit of 


new additions, I muſt tell you, that when 

the ſoul and body both are happy, as mine 
now are, I count it a conſummate ſtate of 
happineſs: For, e all the innumerable | 
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ages of eternity, it is the ſoul and body joined 
together in the bleſſed reſurrection· ſtate, that 
ſhall be the continued ſubject of this happineſs. 
But in reſpect of the bleſſed object of it, which 
is the ever-adorable and bleſſed God, in whoſe | 
beatifical viſion this happineſs conſiſts, it is for | 
ever new; For the divine perfettions being in- 
finite, nothing leſs than etergity can be tuffi- _ 
cient to diſplay their glory, Which makes our 
happineſs eternally admit of new additions; 
and by a neceſſary conſequence our knowledge 
of it ſhall be eternally progretfive ro0.— 
And therefore it was not without reaſon 
that the great apoſtle of the.Geotiles, why | 
in the days of bis mortality; was once ad 
mitted hither as wy are) amel, ye hath 
not feen, nor hath ear heard, nor can it enter 
into the heart of man to conceive what God 
hath prepared for them that love him. And 
vet the eye hath ſeen many admirable things 
in nature; it hach ſeen mountains of cryſtal, 
and rocks of diamonds, it has ſeen mines of 
gold, and coaſts of pearl and ſpicy iflands ; 
und yet the eye, that hath ſeen ſo-many won 


wy, tw os ans to o 4. a; thaw. Ca... * 


ders in the world below, could never pry t 
into the glories of this triumphant ſtate. And b 
WU: though the ear of man bath heard many de- t 
8  lightful and harmonious: ſounds, even all that tt 
art and nature could -ſuppiy him With, yet ſt 
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here both ſaints and angels make before the 


ceive them; and yet the heart of man (the 
chiefeſt work of the all- wiſe Creator in that 
microcoſm) is of ſo fine and curious a com- 
poſure, that it can almoſt conceive any thing 
that either is, or was, or ever ſhall be in the 
world belowz yea, what ſhall never be. Man 
can conceive that every ſtone on earth ſhall be 
turned into the moſt orient pearls, and every 


blade of grafs into the brighteſt and- moit- 


ſhining 


jewels: He can conceive, that ev 


particle of duſt ſhall be turned into ſilver, and 
the whole earth into a maſs of pure refined 


gold: He can conceive the air to be turned 
into a cryſtal, and every ſtar advanced into a 
ſun a thouſand times more 
large and glorious than what he now beholgs 


it: And yet this is infinitely ſhort of what t 


high eternal Majeſty (who1s incomprehenſible 


in all his works af wonder) hath here prepared | 
for all his faithful followers; 


But that you may retain, added the prophet, | 


the beſt idea of our happneſs, 1 here will 
briefly repreſent unto you (for ages ſpent in 
this delightful theme would ſcarce. ſuffice to 
tell it you at large) what it is thoſe- bleſſed 
ſouls, who, through the glorious purchaſe of 
our bright Redeemer, are brought hither, are 


here. delivered from : And for your better un- 
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And as the eye hath not ſeen, nor 
ear heard, ſo neither can the heart of man con- 
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derſtanding it, I ſhall endeavour to conform 


my words to your capacity, by the comparing 
things that are here above to what you know 
below, although your eyes have told you how 


infinitely heavenly things tranſcend whatever 


can be found on earth. And in the ſecond 
place, I ſhall repreſent (as far as your capacity 
will bear it) what is that happineſs the bleſſed 


| - _ herelenjoy.” 


Firſt then, The lone bf all the bleſſed 
here are freed for ever from whatſoever it is 


can make them miſerable; the chief of which, 


you are not ignorant, is ſin: It is only that 
which brings the creature into miſery, and 


entails it on him. The bleſſed God, at firſt, 
made all things happy; all like himſelf, who 


is ſupremely ſo; and had not fin defaced the 
beauty of Heaven's workmanſhip, angels nor 
men had never known what is meant by mi- 
ſery. It was fin threw the apoſtate angels 
down into hell, and ſpoiled the beauty of. the 


lower world: It was fin defaced God's image 


in man's ſoul, and made the lord of the cre- 


ation a flave to his own luſt; and, by ſo do- 


ing, plunges , himſelf into an ocean of eter- 


nal miſery, from whence there is no redemp-- | 


tion: And ſure it is an invaluable mercy, that 
in this happy place all the inhabitants are 
freed, for ever freed, from fin, through the 


blood of our redeeming ſEsus: To whont 
5 bieſſing,- honour, pewer, - glory, and eternal 
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praiſes, ve aſcribed for ever, Below, the beſt -- 


and holieſt ſouls groan underneath the burthen 


of corruption: Sin cleaves to all they do, and 
| leads them captive oft-times againſt their wills. 


Tho ſhall deliver me, has been the ery of many 
of God's faithful ſervants, who at tlie ſame 


time have been dear to Jeſus. Sin is the 


heavy clog of ſaints themſelves, while they 
are embodied in corrupted fleſh; and there- 


tore when they lay their bodies down, their 


ſouls are like a bird looſed from its cage, and 


with an heavenly vigour mount up to this 


blefſed region, triumphing over fin, with 


which below they ſtill maintained a combat. 


But here their warfare is at an end, and Death 
is fwallywed up in victory. Here their bright 


ſouls,. that were below deformed and flained _ 
by fin, are by the ever-blefſed Jeſus preſented 
to the eternal Father, without. ſpot or wrinkle, 


But ſecondly, As here the bleſſed ſouls are 
freed from fin, ſo are they likewiſe from all 
occaſions of it; which is a great addition to 
our happineſs. Adam himſelf in Paradiſe, tho' 
he was in his firſt creation perfectly innocent, 
and free from fin, yet was he not freed from 


. temptations to it, which was his great unhap- 


pmeſs; Satan got into Paradiſe to tempt him, 
andthe too fatally yielded to his temptatiofis: 


Ae eat of the forbidden fruit, and fell; and 
by is fall, the human nature, and conſe- 
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quently his poſterity, are all corrupted: Sin; 
hke a gangrene, having eat into the human 
nature, and corrupted all mankind. -- 

And that corruption which every mortal 
harbours in his breaſt, is a moſt dangerous, 
and oft times prevailing tempter: But here 
each bleſſed ſoul is likewiſe freed from this. 
No deyil here can tempt them, nor no cor- 
ruption enter: Nothing but what is pure and 
holy can find admiflion here: No fly ſug- 
geſtions from that apoſtate ſpirit can moleſt 
us here: That roaring lion, that below is in | 
a conſtant motion, ftil} traverſing the earth, 
and ſeeking wtiom he may devour, is, with 
teſpect to us in this bleſſed. region of life and 
immortality, bound faſt in everlaſting chains; 
and ſhut up ſafe in an infernal priſon,'doomed 
to the vengeance of eternal fire. Nor ſhall 
the world (which by the fall of man has loſt 
its beauty, and is degenerated into a ſhop of 
emptineſs and vanity, and does by its bewitch- 
ing charms and falſe allurements draw thou- 
ſands to perdition) be any more a tempter to 
thoſe bleſſed fouls, who have through faith 
and patience overcome its wiles, and arrived. 
ſafely here, As ftrong as its temptations. and 
allurements are to ſaints themſelves, who are 
ſtill militating with it in the world below*we 


that are here poſſeſſed. of heavenly mankons, 


look with contempt on all terrene enjoyments: 
We here ate got above the world, and all that 
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it als tempt us with; and through the blood 
of our triumphing Jeſus, have got the victory 
over it, as theſe bright palms we bear do evi- 
dence. There is nothing here that can di- 
ſturb our peace, but an eternal calm crowns 
all our happineſs, being freed from ſin and 
all temptations to it. And as a deal 
hereof, ; 
T hirdly; We heve are freed from the ef- 
fects of fin, and that is puniſhment; which 
. thoſe that ate confined to the dark regions f 
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. eternal miſery are ever groaning under, as that 
5 which they cannot bear, and yet as that which 
L they muſt ever ſuffer. ' It was finthat uſhered 
} death into the world below, and, by Heaven's 
5 high decree, is the juſt wages of it, as every 
| mortal finds: But through the conqueſt of 
1] the Prince of Life, the Lamb 6f God, flain 
t from the world's foundation, who by 1 
f dying overcame: both death, and him that 
- | had the power thereof, the devil, triumphing 
4 over fin, death, and hell; fir, death, and hell, 
0 are baniſhed hence for ever: For which eter- 
h nal ſongs of praiſe and triumph are ever ren 
d dered to his holy name. 

d Pbeſe are tlie things (continued the great 
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erz we are in this bleſſed ſtate delivered 
Y _— and yet theſe make up but the leaſt 
ee ile of Heaven: Our joys 
itive, as well as privativeg and what 
wagen, I now proceed to ſhew You, © 
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I. We here enjoy the Beatiſ V. 2 don, the 
bleſſed” ſpring and eternal ri of all” our 
happineſs : But what this is, I can no more 
declare than finite creatures comprehend in- 
finity; only we find that it continually irradi- 

, ates our” underſtandings, and fills our fouls 
with joy unſpeakable and full of glory; and 
with a love ſo flaming, that nothing but the bleſ- 
fed Author of it can ſatisfy; nor not eternity | 


Itſelf can terminate; It is the reflecting bright- 


neſs of the Divine Preſence, and tranſcend- 
ently glorious emanations of his goodneſs, 


that is the life of our lives, the ſoul of our 


ſouls; and the heaven of heavens; and that 6 
Thich makes us live, and love; and fing, and 


| praiſe for ever; and which transforms our 


ſouls into his bleſſed likeneſs. The faints - 
below; whilſt they are travelling towards this 
bleſſed 3 are in their pilgrimage ſup- 
ported b y his everlaſting arms, by which they 
are enabled to go from grace to grace: But we 
that are ſafe landed n the haven of eternal 
hap pineſs, are changed from glory unto glory, 
even by the Spirit ¶ the Lord. But to bring 
things nearer to your underftanding, by this 
| beholding of God's face, we have a real Par- 
ticipation and enjoyment of his love and is+ 
ble ſſed Grohe make glad our ſouls, A e 
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any did below; for it is a ſight of him that 
irradiates our underſtandings, and gives us the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 


face of Feſus Chrift : So that though it be im- 


poſſible to comprehend the divine Majeſty, 
(fer, wha can find aut the Almighty to perfection? 
yet we have here a perfect apprehenſion ef his 
nature and divine attributes. 1 off 


II. We have here not only the Beatific 


Viſion, whereby we ſee God as he is, but we 


have a-real enjoyment - and fruition of him; 


and thereby come to be united to him; and to 
live in him, and he in us; whereby we come 


to be partakers of the Divine Nature, which 
ſhines forth in us with a reſplendent bright- 
neſs. In the world below, the ſaints do in- 
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deed enjoy God in his ordinances; but here 
we all enjoy him face to face: Below, the 


ſaiuts enjoy God in meaſure, but here we en- 


joy him without meaſure: There they have 
ſome ſips of his goodneſs, but here we have 
large draughts thereof, and ſwim in the 
boundleſs ocean of happineſs: Below, the 
ſaints' commumion with God is many times 
broken off, and diſcontinued ; but here we 
have an uninterrupted —_— of God, 


without intermiſſion or ceſſation. | 


III. Here we enjoy the perfection of all 


grace: in the world below, the ſaints ſee but 


in part, and know but in part; Here, that 


which is perſect being enjoyed; dien is 
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imperfect ; is done away: Below, love is mixed 
with fear, and fear hath torment;, but here; 
love is perfect, and perfect lou cafleth out fear: 
Here we love the bleſſed God more than our- 


ſelves, and one another like ourſelves: We here 
are all the children of one Father, and all our 


brethren are alike dear unto us: Below our love 
was ſtill divided, and-run in ſeveral channels; 
but here our hve has but one ſtream, and cen- 
tres in the ever-bleſſed God, the fountain of 
our happineſs. Our knowledge likewiſe in the 
world below was very, impertect, ſeeing but 


darkly, as through a broken mirror: but here 


we ſee God as he is, and ſo come to know him 
as we are known. Our joy is likewiſe here in 
its perfection; in the world below it was in- 
terrupted by ſorrow and ſighing, and it was 


neceſſarily ſo, for where there is ſin, there will 


be ſorrow: But here all ſin (the cauſe of for- 
row) being done away, all ſorrow (the effect 
of {in} ſhall likewiſe ceaſe: Nay, our very ſor- 
row for fin, when upon earth, does (through 
the bounty of our bleſſed Recſeemer) give an 
acceſſion to our joy now we are here. 

IV. Here we have our capacities enlarged; 
according to the greatneſs. of the objects wWe 


have to contemplate; whilſt we were in the 


world below, no light could ſhine into our 
minds, but through the windows of our ſenles;-. - 


and - thegefore it was the bleſſed God na 


d to our capacities, and to 
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edapt the expreſſions of his Majeſty io the nar- 
rowneſs of our imaginations: But here, the 


revelation of the Deity is much more glorious, 
and our minds are clarified from all thoſe 


earthly images that flow through the groſs 


channels of the ſenſes. Below, our pureſt con- 
ceptions of God were very imperfect; but here 


the gold is ſeparated from the droſs, and our 


conceptions are more proper and becoming 


the Gmpheity and {purity of God. Below, the 


objects of glory were humbled to the percep- 


tions of fenſe; but here the ſenſible faculnes 
are raiſed and refined, and made the ſubjects of 


glory. Now therefore, that the divine light 
thines with direct beams, and the thick cur. 
1a19s of fleſh are ſpiritualized and tranſparent, 


the ſoul enjoys the cleareſt viſions of God. 
we now ſee what we before believed of the 


plorious nature of the ever- bleſſed God, his 


uecrees and counſels, his providence and dif. 


penſations. - We here clearly ſee,” that, from 


| eternity, God was ſole exiſting,” but pot ſoli- 
tary; and that the Godhead-1s neither con- 
| fuſed in unity, nor divided in number: that 
. tliere is a priority of order, but. no ſuperiorit 
among the ſacred perſons of the ineffable Tri- 
nity, but that they are equally poſſeſſed of the 


fame divine excellencies, and the fame divine 
empire, and are equally the object of the fame 


divine adoration, © Fhoſe ways 4 od, that 


icemed below- ns.” en we 
2 
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thought unlawful to inquire-into, we here per- 


ceive to be the product of Divine Wiſdom, 


with ſo much  perſpicuity and clearneſs that 
| truth itſelf.is not more evident. 
Theſe things (added the prophet in a diffe- 
— wor are ſome of thoſe that conſtitute our 
ineſs. 


Vet all theſe things are only What relate 


—_ our, fouls ; But ſtill the happineſs of the 
inhabitants of this bleſſed region is not com- 
plete, until their bodies are raiſed, and re- 
united to their ſouls; in which, through the 
Divine munificence, myſelf and the blefſed 
Enoch do enjoy a more peculiar preference, 


being tranſlated hither in-the body, as types 
both to the anti and po diluvian world, of 


the reſurrection of the ever- adorable Goin of 


God, and of all the ſaints through him. 


Now becauſe none but the great Meſſiah has 
been actually raiſed from — dead, he being 
the firſt fruits thereof, (for as for Enoch and 


myſelf, our bodies have not known death, 


though they have received a change equivalent 
thereto) it is therefore moſt difficult to de- 
 chare what the reſurrection ſtate ſhall be, it 


being to be diſcerned in its perfection, only 


from his glorious body, to which neither 
that of Enoch's nor mine are comparable, in 
reſpect to the glory thereof, though both are 
ſpiritual bodies, of which I wil now ſnew mou 
I the * | e 
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I. The bodies of the bleſſed here, at the 

reſurrection, ſhall be (as mine is now) f 
ritual bodies; and by your not only ſeein 
but touching me, (at which word the holy 


prophet was pleaſed to give me his hand) you 


may be the better able to know what I mean 
by ſpiritual body: That is, a body rarified 


from all groſs alſays of corruption, and made 


a pure and a refined body, and yet a ſubſtantial 
one; not compoſed of wind and air, as mor- 


tals below are apt too groſsly to imagine. 
Eßpenet. Here I entreated the holy prophet 
to bear with me, if I acquainted him, that 1 
e underſtood ſpiritual as oppoſed to ma- 


terial, and conſequently that a ſpiritual body 

muſt be immaterial, and ſo not capable of be- 

ing felt, as 1 found he was. 
Elijah. T's this the prophet 


without any -material refreſhments, as meat, 


drink, fleep, and raiment, which were the 


ſupport of our bodies below. Have you not 


read, ſaid the prophet, that the bleſſed Jeſus, 
alter his reſurrection, appeared in his body to 

his; qiſeiples, when they were, met together in 
a chamber, and the dgors ſhut about them? 


replied, That 
their bodies were ſpiritual, not only as they 
were purified from all corruption, but as they 
were ſuſtained by the enjoyment of God, 


and yet he called to St. Thomas to came an 
reach bis hand, and 8 it into his fide, which 


SY 
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news it as plainly to be ſubſtantial, The 
Beatific Viſion is here what both our ſouls and 
bodies live upon and are ſupported by for ever. 
II. Our bodies in the refurreRion” hall be 
immortal, and uncapable of dying: Below 
their bodies are alt mortal, dying and periſh- 
Ing, and ſubject to be crumbled into duſt 
| every moment: But here our bodies will be 
incorruptible, and freed from, death for-ever, 
for our corruption here ſhall put on N 
and our mortality be ftwallowed up of life. 
Epen. Here I deſired the prophet to bear 
with me a little, whilſt I gave him an account 
| of my own notions in this matter, 
" Blijah. Say on, for Lam ready to reſolve 
your doubt, = 
' . Epen.' I have leert; ſaid I, in "uy holy 
= Fetiptures, that immortality is an attribute 
_ that belongs to God only, and not to men, 
| elpecially to the bodies of men,- which every 
| ' day's experience tells us are mortal. There- 
| bre St. Paul tells" Timothy; that Go vor 
| bath immortality. . 
Elijah. When I ſay the bodies of the biet 
5 fed here are immortal, I intend it of bodies in 
their raiſed ſtate, that then they are ſubqect 
| _ unto death no mere: Man in his corruptible 
Tate is mortal, and Tabject unto death: An 
there is nothing more evident to all that wel! 
in the maſs oth 2nd oem the bodiex ob-all 
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thoſe glorified ſouls that are here, are at this 
time kept under the power of death. But at 


the reſurrection- ſtate, When they ſhall be | 


raiſed up again, they ſhall then be immortal. 
And as to: what you urge from the ſerip- 


ture, that the bleſſed God has ONLY immorta- 


lity, it is very true; he is moſt eminently and 
eſſentially ſo ; whereas there is no creature, 
either angel or man, that can in that 92 
ſenſe be ſaid to be ſo. We are immort; 

through his grace and favour, but God is im- 
mortal in his eſſence, and has been ſo from all 
eternity; and in that ſenſe may well be ſaid 


oNLx to have immortality. And therefore it 


will not be amiſs for yoy#/to obſerve, That 


wpyjhatever the bleſſed God is, he is eminently 


and eſſentially ſo; in which reſpect it is like- 


Wiſe ſaid of him, That Hy only, ig baly; and 


n 
: 


there is none guad but Cad, none righteous, nor 


none merciſul but He; To whom be bleſſing, 
and glory, and honour, and praiſe, for ever 


and for evermore. 


Epen. I have one thing more to be ſatisſied 
in, and that is, that feeing there is only your- 
ſelf and the prophet Enoch that are permitted 
in the body to be here, which you are pleaſed 
to ſay have ſuffered a change equivalent to 
death, but died not; what aſſurance have you 


that the bodies of the bleſſed that are now 


under the power of death ſhall be aſe 
t Fer 1 ſeo they een 
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and happy without their bodies, and ſeem not 
to have any occaſion for them, they have been 


long ſince periſhed and rotted in their graves: 
The greateſt thing that I think can be ſaid for 
it, is, that the ever-bleſted Jeſus, the ſpotleſs 
Lamb of God, who was truly and really dead, 


is now alive, and lives for ever. 


Elijab. To this the prophet, interrupting 


me, replied, what greater Yor: Can ou de- 


fire than this? 

den. What I have to a to that, is, that 
the hody of the bleſſed Jeſus never ſaw cor- 
en: and that there is no inſtance of any 
body that ever ſaw corruption, that was yet 


raiſed to life and immortality. 
Elijah.” To this the prophet again anfwered, 
Phat tho* it was true there had been no ſuch 


inſtarice, yet was the reſurrection of the body as 
ſure as the preſent glorification of the ſoul; for 
as the bleſſed Feſus died as a public perſon, | 
fo did he. alſo riſe again; and therefore is ſaid 
to be the fir/t fruits: from the dead: He is the 


head of the church, and cannot be complete 


without his- body, who in their order ſhall be 
raiſed up to be with him for ever. The body 

ſhall be awaked out of its dead fleep, and as [ 
was ſaying, quickened into a glorious im mortal 
life: The body is an eſſential part of man, 
as well as the ſoul: and though the inequa- 
lity be great in their holy operations, yet their 


| Concurrence. 1 is e Good actions in 


\ 
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the world below, were indeed deſigned by the 
cCounſel and reſolution of the ſoul, but per- 
formed by the miniſtry of the body: And 
every grace exprefles itſelf in viſible actions, 
thereby. In the ſorrows of repentanee, tears 
ö were ſupplied by the bodily | eyes; and in 
thankſgivings, the tongue was uſed to break 
forth in the praiſes of God: And all the vie- 
tories over pleaſure and pain below, were ob. 
tained by the ſoul in conjunction with the 
body. And can you think (ſaid: the prophet), ?! 
that the Divine Goodneſs. will deal fo diff - | 
ferently with them, that the ſoul ſnould be 
nde happy, and the body be loſt in 
forgetfulneſs? The one glorified in heaven, 
the other remain in the Alt! From the fieſt 
rh out in the world below to the grave, 
both ran the ſame race, and therefore 
ſha enjoy the ſame reward, When the crown. 
of righteouſneſs and glory ſhall be given to the, | | 
bleſſed at the great day in the view of 1 
both ſoul and body ſhall partake of the ho- 
nour thereof. . And this (added the prophet) 
is, I believe, enough to ſatis your gay, 3s 
to the reſutrection of the body). 
Epen. To which I replied, That I had no- 
ching further to object in that particular.—. 
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Upon which the prophet thus proceeded: 

Elijah. I have already told you; I hat the 
bodies of the blefſed ſhall be immortal; bur 
cahnot'for all that be fo immortal as God is, 
Who f 1s fo eminently and eſſentially ſo, that, 
as you well obſerved, he is ſaid ov to have 
immortality; nor yet are they immortal in the 
fame ſenſe as are the bleſſed angels, who, 
being immateral ſubſtances,. are ſo created; 
whereas man was created mortal, and has his 
immortality through the purchaſe of the blef- 
ſed Jesus, and renovation of the Divine 
Image. Nor is the immortality thus purchaſed 
for us, like that of the apoſtate ſpirits, who 
are immortal too; but it is with ſuch an im- 


. . mortality as brings along with it a greater 


weight of miſery. Their immortahty is ſuch a 
_ curſe as makes them with a thouſand thouſand 
times that they might be annihilated : But 


that bleſſed immortality which we enjoy, is 


that which is the happineſs of Heaven, and 
therefore rightly ſtyled, a glorious immortality, 


and gives us an aſſurance, that the happineſs: 


we now enjoy, we ſhall enjoy for ever. | 
III. Another happineſs the bodies of the 
bleſſed here enjoy, is, That they are impaſſable, 
and fo are made incapable of ſufferings: Be- 
low, the ſaints themſelves have oftentimes 


.* their bodies made fo many ſhops of miſery; 
or like an hoſpital, full of diſeaſes,” which are 
the common „ death; or When 


— 


they are not ſo, are- ſomething worſe than itz 
the pains and infirmities of their bodies being 


ſuch as oftentimes. make death much more 


defirable than ſuch a life. How many times 
are even good men racked with the gout, or 

tortured by the ſtone; with moſt exquiſite and 
excruciating pains? So that tho; they abound 
in the fulneſs of all thoſe things that mortals 


count the bleſſings of the life below, yet are 


they thereby all imbittered to them by thoſe 
tormenting pains which have ſeized upon their 
bodies. And where this is not, hut men have 
healthy, ſtrong, and vigorous badies, they 
often meet with other ſufferings, and are ex- 


poſed to hunger, thirſt, cold, and nakedneſs; 


which render their lives very much uncom- 
fortable; There many times they are ſhut up 
in prilons, immured between ſtone walls, and 
are, as it were, buried while they are alive, 
and are as men forgotten in the world. All 
which conſidered, muſt needs render . 


| bodies miſerable while below. 5 


But in this happy region no ſuch evils can 
attack them; here their condition is extremely 
different; no curſe can enter here; and ſuch 
are all thoſe things I have related, as being 
only the effects of fin. My body is inca- 
pable of ſuffering any evil, either of fin or 
ſorrow ; but on the contrary, through the 
grace of the bleſſed Son of God, is now be- 
come a receptacle both of light and glory, 


* 
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and ſo ſhall all the bodies of the ſaints be like- 
wile in their reſurrection-· ſtate. Which leads 
me to declare the fourth endowment with 
which our bodies ſhall be ever bleſſed; :. 
IV. Another happineſs our bodies ſhall 
enjoy in the bleſſed reſurrection-ſtate, is, 
that they ſhall be truly beautiful. And this is 
none of our leaſt privileges; for below, our 
bodies are but vile bodies, tending to corrup- 
tion in the grave, worms gnaw and feed upon 
their fleſh, and thence proceeds à loathſome 
ſavour; at the beſt, they are but houſes of 
clay, and their foundation is in the duſt, but 
here it ſhall be otherwiſe ; for the bodies of 


the ſaints ſhall be freed from thoſe' innocent 


infirmities that were inſeparable from Adam 
in Paradiſe, whoſe ſoul united to the body was 
the fountain of the natural ſenſitive life, which 
being in a perpetual flux, there was a neceſſity 
of continual repairs to preſerve his life in 
vigour: + Whereas in this bleſſed ſtate, the 


| + body ſhall be ſpiritual in its qualities, and 


the principle of its life ſupported by the fuper- 
natural power of the ſpirit, without outward 
nouriſhment; and not only ſo; but a ſub-' 
ſtantial and unfading glory ſhall © ſhine in 
them, infinitely above the periſhing pride of 
' ' this world, and the glory of the fleth, and be 
made like unto the glorious body of. Chriſt, 
who will change our vile bodies, that they 
may de faſhioned like his glorious body; and 
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this he will do, according to the working of 
that mighty power, whereby he is able to 


ſubdue all things to himſelf : This tranſcen- 


dent beauty, which he will put upon the body, 


ſhall be the work of his own hands; and 


where Omnipotence interpoſes, nothing is dif- 


ficult. For the beautifying ot a raiſed body, 
and putting it into an immortal ſtate of glory, 
is as eaſy to the Divine Power, as the firſt 
0 It in the wombd. 

V. Another part of our happineſs i is, that 


our bodies ſhall be agile bodies, and move with 


an inconceivable ſwiftneſs. Our bodies, while 


below, are Jumpiſh and heavy, and are as clogs 


to the ſoul ;- but in the raiſed. ſtate it ſhall be 
atherways: Our bodies ſhall be like the cha- 
riots of Aminidab, and move far ſwifter than 
the winged fowls in the aerial heavens. 
VI. Another thing in which our happineſs 
will very much conſiſt, is, that our bodies then 
(as mine is now) ſhall be all pure; and this 


is an exceeding} privilege; for though they 


ſhould have all the other forementioned qua- 
lities, and be immortal, ſpiritual; impaſſable, 


beautiful, and ſwift, yet if they (till were ſin- 


ful it would blemiſh "All the reſt, and would 
even ſpoil the happineſs we here enjoy in 
Heaven, if ſin could enter here. But it is far 


otherwiſe; our glory is, that here our very _ 


bodies (hall be pure, and have no ſpot of fin 


at all upon them. Below, indeed, the bodies 
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of the ſaints are clogged. with ſin; and fettered 
with temptations, which makes them to crx 


ut, O wretched man; who. ſhall deliver me 
from this body of death ? But here they ſhall 


enjoy that blefſed redemption. of their bodics, 


which they wait for there; 

VII., And to conclude, the ladies: of the 
ſaints, fall, in their reſurrection: ſtate, be glo- 
rious bodies; ſo glorious, that they ſhall have 
a near reſemblance to the glorious body of our 
| bleſſed Redeemer. And this the divine oracles 
inform us, as alſo how it ſhall be wrought: 
| The: glorious Lamb-of God, the bleſſed Jeſus; 
he it is Hall change our vile-and corruptible 


bodies, and male them lite ta his own 'gloriqus 


bidy; it is by his power that the ſaints bodies, 
that by their being turned into corruption, are 

: ſown in ſuch di/honour, ſhall be raiſed in glory; 
and in that bleſſed reſurrection- ſtate all ſhine 


more bright than the ſun in ep ts Ing : 


bing dom 0 their father. 
And thus, my ſon, (ſaid the great prophet 
to me) have k een thee briefly wherein 
the glory and the happineſs of this bleſſed 
ſtate, we here enjoy, conſiſts. Not that herein 
I have ſaid the thouſandth part af that which 
pw —9 be further till related; nor could you 
ſtand it, if 1 ſhould. © For there are 


— things here that we enjoy, like the 10h#te 


one, and the new name, which no one knows, 
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tion he had given me; and told him, that 


though I was incapable (clothed as IL was 
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Epen. The holy prophet having made an 1 
| wy I humbly thanked him for the informa- 


with ſuch a lump of unreſined fleſh) to un- 


derſtand all I had. heard, or utter what I ſaw, 
yet J had ſeen and heard enough for ever to 


convince me both of the excellency and reality 
of heavenly things; which, in the world be- 
low, ſo many queſtion, and ſo few believe. 
But Jet it not offend my Lord, (faid 1 to the 
prophet) if I deſire yet nber o be reſolved 


in ſame few things.. 
_ -» | \Elijah. Speak, and I will endeavour to give | 
| you ſatis faction. | 


Epen. The et things” faid 1. 1 would 


humbly aſk, is, how the bleſſed here, Which 5 


are but creatures, though thus plorified, and 


therefore finite ſtill. can have ſo perfect an ideen 


of the incamprehenſible and infinite Three. 


One, to know him % ug te ourſelves are 


#nown, as you before: affirmed; or elſe it was 


my. weakneſs to miſunderſtand you ſo? / 


Elijah. In ſaying ſo, I did affirm no more 


the apoſtle of the Gentiles, ſpeaking in the 
days of his fleſh to them that then inhabited 
the world below, told them, they" thin: ſaw 


through glaſs but darkly; but that in-theſe 
bright regions they Soul ſee him face to fuce; 


that then n Ructo but in * but that 


— 


than what the ſacred oracles contain: For 
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when he was once got hither, he ſhould now 


the prophet, theſe words are not to be under- ' 
ſtood according to the exactneſs of the expreſ- 


may as well be ineluded in a ſmall {park of 
W as the incomprehenſible and ia God 
may be comprehended by our finite facul - 


ties: For beyond the fulleſt diſcoveries we 
can poſſibly make of the Deity, there remains 


{till an entire infinity of perfections, the know- 


ledge whereof is altagether unattainable by the 
- moſt intelligent of all thoſe glorious ſpirits 


that are the bright and the continual attend- 


ants of the throge, and therefore that expreſ- 


ſion, As we are known, which gave you ſo 


Juſt an occaſion to inquire into the ſenſe of 


it; is to be taken as a note of /imilitude,' and 


not of equality: The dim light of a candle as 


truly ſhines as the bright luminary of the day; 
but not with the ſame extent and ſplendor. 


this point, is, that we have here as perfect 
knowledge of the bleſſed God as created be- 
ings are capabie of Os: or our 00 
hearts of deſiring. 

Apen. I then returned my humble thanks 
to the great prophet, and aſſured him, his 
anſwer: had entirely ſatisfied me, and that I 
found it was not only a deficiency of my o 


_ underſtanding that had given Him that trouble. 


him even as he was known. . But, my ſon, ſaid 


ſion; for the ſun that lights the lower world, 


And therefore the ſum of -what I can ſay to 
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«. Eljob., Still you miſtake the fate, that! 
am in (replied the prophet) for there is no 
ſuch thing as trouble here, nor can there be: 


For the diffuſing of the knowledge of the 


ever - bleſſed God, and ſetting forth his bright 
eternal excellencies, and the diſplaying of his 
glory, is that which gives the bleſſed here the 


greateſt ſatis faction and delight; and which 
will ever do ſo, throughout the numerous ages 
ofetamity.....: . 1 


b + 0 1.54460 g | b* in: = 
Eden. Then, with an air of great confi- 


dence, I told the holy prophet, I had another 


queſtion yet to aſk him. 


— 


* 
* 
1 . 


Epen. 1 ſaw among the many bleſſed ſouls 


I paſſed by, as my bright meſſenger conveyed 


me to you, ſome that appeared to me to thine 


with greater brightneſs than the others, which 
gave me a deſire to be informed whether or 
no there be not among the bleſſed different 


degrees of glory. Bo IPRS, 
Elijab. The happineſs and glory which all 


the bleſſed here enjoy,. is the reſult of their 
[communion with, and love unto, the ever- 


have ſaid before, is the eternal ſpring from 


whence it flows: The more we ſee, the mote 


we love; and love aſſimilates our ſouls into the 

nature of. the bleſſed object of it; and thence 
reſults our glory. This needs. muſt therefore 
umke 2 difference | 55 the degrees thereof: 


# 


Elijah. Say on, and I will anſwer vou. 
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Not 28 though there were any want of love 
. to God in any of the bleſſed here, for that 
is impoſſible: There is not one ſoul amongſt 
the numerous. inhabitants of this bright re- 
gion, but what adores and loves the ever- 
dleſſed God with all his utmoſt powers and fa- 
culties. But then it follows, that as thoſe . 
powers and faculties are different, their love . 
muſt be ſo too, and ſo their glory. Nor is 
- there any murmuring or repining in one, to | 
' Tee another's glory much greater than his own; f| 
but God is thereby magnifjed the more, as | 
the eternal ſource of all their happineſs, Nor 
can there be room for a thought to think 
it otherwiſe: Who can complain, when all - 
the faculties of each blefſed foul is ſo reple- - 
niſbed with the bright emanations. of the | 
Deity, that it can hold no more? T he ever- 
bleſſed God is an unbounded: ocean of light 
and life, and joy and happineſs, {ill filing Þ 
every. veſiel that is put therein, till it can 
hold no more; and though the veſſels are of. 
. ſeveral ſizes, whilſt each are filled, there is 
none that can complain.  Befides each bleſſed 
foul is here wrought up, not oaly to an ac- 
| quieſcence, but even to ſuch a ſatisfaction 
and complacency in the divine good pleaſure. |! 
that all their happineſs conſiſts therein. Thus |, 
though the ſtars below are each one glorious, 
yet ſince they are of different. magnitudes, þ 
one lar exceeds Rs 2 in glory; and ſo |} 
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as the divine oracles inform you, it ſhall be 
in the reſurrection- ſtate. My anſwer: there- 
fore to your queſtion, is, that thoſe who have 
the moſt enlarged faculties, do love God moſt, 
and are thereby aſſimilated moſt into his hke- - 
neſs, Which is "hs higheſt glory Heaven can 
give. Nor let this ſeem ſtrange to you, for 
even amonꝑſt God's flaming, miniſters, the 
bleſſed angels, there are diverſities of orders, 
and different degrees of glory. And theſe 
perhaps were ſome ot thoſe you faw, 2s 95 a 
paſſed hither. | 
Whilſt 1 was thus tic ing with the holy 
prophet, and with delight Heard the 4olution 
of 05 2 that I deſired to be 5 þ 
in, ining form approached me, fa ing, 
How! 5 Dre. 5 1 | 
I was furpriſed to hear my Rams Wes men- 
noned, and turning ſuddenly about I ſoon per- 
ceived it was gon noble Tani my late de- 
ceaſed friend, who thus accoſted mem. 
Jun. Dear Epenetus, I am glad to ſee you 
in theſe bleſſed regions; but am n to 
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ru me, friend, by what means you came 
hither, and alſo how it was you obtamed this 
mnvilege; for the unuſualneis of ſuch a thing 
is that Which makes me fo inquiſitive? ? 
Eben. I was ſo overjoyed to ſee one of my 
old acquaintance, and one with whom J had 
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to embrace him in my arms; which lie te- 
fuſed, telſing me mildly, He had ſome time 
ago hid down his body, which he had left be- 
low, Teſting in hope until the reſurrection; wed 
that, _though he was ſtill indeed à ſubſtan 
yet it was an immaterial one, not to ve touch? 
ed by mortal. . 2 

But how came you (ſaid n again, 80 
earneſtly) to de brought hither in your mortal 
925 . d body?” © 


Pk ral bo ni wet e 


| has 4a to Elijah, and told at large in the 

_ prefixed introduction to this viſion, | of my 
__ temptation and deliverance. 

Jun. Well, Epenetus, ſaid the noble Ju- 
nius, L ſee then there was need enough of ſuch 
a lecture as I gave order to be ſet on foot in 
the poor world below, after my death, to 

evidence the being of the Deity, againſt A 
fort of men far worſe than thoſe in hell, 
who doth believe the being of a, God, and 
tremble at his juſtice. But you, m friend, 
{continued he) that had fo long made a 
feſfion. of his truth; and had ſuch great ür 


rience of his goodnels, that you ſhould aftet 


all be brought to queſtion his being and ex- 
iſtence, was, indeed, ſomething more than 
ordinary; and what I hardly. could have ever 
thought; and gives me freſh” occations to 
ore the ever: bleſſed God, Who through wy 

abundant goodneſs has now delivered me 
from all thoſe ſnares the enemy of ſouls was 
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| laying for: me; and thus preſerved me to his 
enly kingdom, bleſſed for 40 * his 
holy name. 
The bleſſed: Elfab having heard what my 
. Junius ſaid, told me, he now would 
leave me to my friend; and, ere I was aware, 
the Prophet winged away. Who having left 
us, Laddreſſed myſelf.thus to my noble friend. 
Apen. 1 could not doubt, ſaid Ig m deareſt | 
Junius, but that thou wert one of the bleſſed 
inhabitants of, this happy region; for ſucha 
bright and flaming, zeal as that which in the 
— made thee ſo eminent, maſt Wel meet 
with a ſuitable reward. | 
Jun. O Epenetus, aid he, n thou 
tut; once diveſted of -morality, thou wouldeſt _, / 
have other thoughts than What thou haſt: » 
Thou wouldeſt then ſee how infinitely ſhort - 
they fall of meriting the leaſt reward, who 
in the world below have done their utmait; ; 
and that it is only grace, free and unmerited, 
that brings the foul to glory. For heaven is 
purchaſed at no other price than that of the 
Redeemer's precious blood: "Whoſe dying - 
love, and whoſe redeeming, mercy, is ſo un- 
ſpeakably, ſo vaſtly great, ee will {cares 
luffice to utter it. 108 
Aden. Well ſaid I, worthy Jonius— Tei 
Jun. Call me not worthy (ſaid he, inter- 
rupting me) for none are worthy. here, but 
He that His upon the throne, and the bleſ- 
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| ſed Lamb of God: And to aſcribe all glory 
unto him; is here a great part of our happi- 
neſs; for there are myriads of ſaints and an- 
gels round the throne, continually eryi 
with a loud, but yet melodious voice, 77 
es the Lamb that was ſlain, to recrive "power, 
and riches, and wiſdom, and ftrength, and ho- 
nour, and glory, and bleſſing. No, no, (conti- 
nued he) my Epenetus, Here is no afcribing 
any thing to creatures: Here they that wear 
the brighteſt crowns, caſt them before the 
chrone, ſaying, thou art worthy, O Lord, to 
receive glory, and honour, and power, 
Eßpenet. Dear Junius, bear with me, ſaid I, 
a little, becauſe I am till clogged with morta- 
lity: O, that I were but once diveſted of ! 
That I with thee might fee the great Three- 
One; and feeing, be transformed into his Re- 
neſs ; which (as I have heard the blefted 
Elijah tell) is the completion of all happineſs: 
Fun. My dear Epenetus, replied Junius, 
with an air compoſed of love and ſweetneſs, 
the Beatiſic Viſion is that which does indeed 
complete our _ happineſs; and fills our ſouls 
1 with love and joy that is inexpreſſible; and 
which is only known by them that feel it. 
| But you muſt know, my Epenetus, the 
i | ſtrongeſt and the moſt enlarged faculties of 
all the bright intelligences here can bear but 
| little of thoſe radiant effluxes of Divine glory, 
Fl - they are ſo overcoming: For there is no 


- 
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, campariſon between the moſt: capacious of 

; created beings, and the ineffable glory of the 
SieTrentory, © 0 Pthhot oth He of 1g, 
Epen. O noble Junius, I replied, I already 
believe what you have ſaid: But yet methinks; 
ö Lam willing to know all L can never know 
enough of. And ſince I know there is! no- 
a thing more delightful than to be always exer- 
4 ciſed in the diſplaying of the glory of the 
ö great Author of our happineſs, deny not, 
3 on Junius, to your friend (for ſuch you 
x now I ever was and am) the ſatis faction of 
hearing, fromgyour lips, the mighty wonders 


| of divine Love, that I may join with you 

kT to ſing his praiſe; diſplay thoſe myſteries o 

ö his providence, which to the world below afe 
I all nigmas, but to your now enlarged under- 

5 ſtanding are ſeen in their true hght, . NS. 


| Jun. The praiſes of the Divine Majeſty, 
| O my dear Epenetus, will be the mighty ſub- 
5 je& of our ſong through all the ages of eter- 
| nity; in which both ſaints and angels join 
| together, and make up ont great chorus. 
ü And therefore that which you have aſked of 
| me, I will glagly undertake; that you may 
ſee, by that which he has done, that he alone 


is worthy of your love, and of thoſe praiſes 
; we aſeribe unto him. For the moſt ardent love 
; of all the bleſſed ſaints and angels here, is no- 
| thing elſe but the reflection of his love to us: 


For he that lay in LoVE's own boſom, tells 
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us, . We love him becauſe be fr loved: ui. 


. Since, therefore, my dear Epenetus, the love 

of God to us is the foundation of our love to 
him, let me preſent. you- firſt with an idea of 
his love to us, and the advantages that we 
receive thereby, which are ſo very many, they 


are paſt-reckoning up, the mighty ſum exceed- 
ing all arithmetic can count. — But that 1 


may, as you were intimating, ſet things in a 
true light, I will firſt ſhew you how much 


we owe to his love and goodneſs, for all his 


free and undeſerved favours. vouehſafed to 


us in the world below.—And- therefore to 


begin, | | | 


Firſt, In the world below, we wet ni 
his goodneſs no leſs than all the goods we 


were poſſeſſed of: all that we were, and all 


that we enjoyed, was wholly owing to him. 


For it was he that made us, and not tue our- 


ſelves :: And we were in his bands ſo like the 
clay that is in the potter's, he might have made 


us other creatures: Nay more, we were ſo 
much that negative from whence we were ex- 
tracted, that had he pleaſed, he might for ever 
have left us to that firſt nothing from whence 


we had our being. Needs muſt his love 


then be the firit and original Fountain-bleſ- 
ling; all other bleſſings being but as conduit- 


Pipes, by which he does convey his love unto. 
us; and he that fees not through all is blind. 
Perhaps a man gets applauſe by his wiſdom, 
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and, through his induſtry, he heaps up tre- 


fures; but was it not from God he had that 
wiſdom; and did not he both give and proſ- 
per alf his boaſted induſtry? Sure God as 
much gave us all we enjoyed, as he that gives 
a beggar a thouſand pounds, gives him his 
food and traiment, and all that a thouſand 
pounds can help him to, and which he had 

been otherwiſe without. N 
'*Secondly, But then, beſides all theſe more 
obvious preſents of his bounty, there were 
many things which in the world below we 
were delivered from, that do as much en- 
hance the value of the Divine Googneſs to 
us; which, although perhaps leſs conſpicu- | 
dus, àre no leſs prized by thoſe below, whom 


want of them makes fenfible of their true 


value. Should I, my Epenetus, but lead 
your thoughts unto the gallies, and ſhew 
you there thoſe wretched captives that lie 
ehamed untq their oars, expoſed to all the. 
miferies and hardſhips of a tempeſtuous ſea, 
and yet do, through the barbarous uſage that 
they meet with on ſhore, leſs fear the ocean, 
than ary port, ſave death: Or ſhould I draw 


the curtains of fick and dying men, and open 


to you that ſad ſcene of forrow, on which fo 
many pine and languiſh by diſtempers, ſo very 


grievous. to be borne, that death is rather to 


be choſe than life: Or ſhould I bring you to 
the Roſpitals, and thew you there the various 
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ſhapes of human miſeries, would you not, 


my dear Epenetus, think it a mercy. worth 
acknowledging, to be delivered from them ? 


And ought we not to prize that Divine Good- 
neſs who bas thus made us differ, and freed 


us from thoſe various ſorts of miſeries to 


which ſo many mortals are expoſed ? Not 
but ſometimes his wiſdom ſees it meet to ex- 
erciſe his own beloved children with long- 
continued fickneſs and ſharp pains, and ather 
outward great calamities: But this, my Epe- 
netus, 'is ſtill a-further evidence of love, and 


that he might preſerve them from the far 
worſe contagion of their ſins, or cure them of 


the evil habits which they had contracted. 
Have you not ſeen, my Epenetus, (when in the 
world below) a tender mother apply a painful 
cauſtic to the neck of her beloved infant, when 
threatened with an apoplexy? And have you 
not concluded trom it, the thinks the. trouble 
of an iſſue an inferior eyil to convulſion- fits 


So. when we fee the ever-bleſſed God, our | 
| heavenly. Father, does fend infirmities and 
- croſſes, to reſcue thoſe he loves from under 


ſin's dominion, we. ſafely may conclude, he 
thinks affliction a far leſs evil than the guilt 

of ſin; ſince he is too wiſe and too ny an 
a phyfician to cure with ſuch 4 remedy as Ihe | 
be worſe than the diſeſe. 
Lou may remember,  Epenetus, that God, 

by Moſes, gives the Iſraelites a caution, leſt 
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proſperity (which is fo apt to make men for- 
t all but their enjoyments) ſhould make 
any of them ſay in their hearts, A potber, 
and the might of my hand hath gotten me this 
wealth; but on the contrary commands them 
to remember the Lord their God, for it is he 
that gives them power to get wealth, And there 
was need enough of ſuch a caution, for We 
were tao apt to forget that. God gave us our 
rn, and our wine, and our. oil. But, 
"Thirdly, The Divine Goodneſs exceeding- 
iy recommends the advantageouſneſs of his 
love to us, in that whilſt we were below, he 
gave us ſo great an earneſt of ſpiritual goods, 
and of expected joys, that made even that 
earneſt large enough to ſubſiſt upon with 
comfort; and which really Hut-valued, and 
far tranſcended all thoſe momentary pleaſures 
it required us to en or en by a title to 
eternal ones. 
| But though the mercies that the overs | 
bleſſed God beſtowed upon us in the life be- 
low, were both ſo many and ſo great as made 
it a ſit theme to praiſe Him for in heaven; pet 
is his love of 4 more laſting date than any 
- thing chat is inerhe lower world; It dies not 
with our bodies; nor, like the aſual cuſtom of 
our friends below, accompany us to our 
graves, and leave us: No, Epenetus, God's 
dye appears moſt bright, when our dark 
eyes are cloſed; and then cleaves cloſeſt to 
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on each bleſſed ſaint that arrives here, g 
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the ſoul, when ſhe forſakes the body; giving 


ground to ſay of him, what Naemi once did 


of Boaz, 'T hat he hath not left off his kinuneſs to 


the living and the dead, And*therefore, Nou 
indeed (ſays our great Saviour's happy fa- 
vourite) are we the ſons of God; and it doth 
not yet appear what we ſhall be: But we know, 
when he ſhall appear, 'we ſhall be. like him. 
And what that is, is now my preſent theme. 
It is the love of God, the ever- bleſſed 
God, my Epenetus, that gives us this admiſ- 
ſion into heaven: Heaven the bright ſeat of 
fo much happineſs, that we here ſcarceiy count 
it amongſt our joys, that heaven is the ſeat of 
them. And here the excellency of the things 
that we poſſeſs does as much diſappoint our 


expectations, as in fruitions, in the world he- 


low, the emptineſs is wont to do. For, you 
have already heard the Apoſtle tells us, £yg 
hath; nat ſeen, nor ear heard, neither bath it en- 
tered into the heart of man io conceius the 
things which God haih prepared for them that 
love um. And now, my netus, QUr ep 
rience tells us ſo: I hoſe pure refined delights 
that we enjoy, not oniy ſtoop not unto ſenſe, 


but are ſublime enough even to tranſcend maar 


gination. For . whatſoever our fancy form, 


ed below, as the moſt perfect ideas, and moſt 
abſtracted notions of complete happinels, our 


own more happy experience is of greater, plain» 
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| tyevince, came ſhort of what we find. Hea 


ven is a ſoil, whoſe fruitfulneſs is ſo confined 


to joy, that even our diſappointments and miſ- 
takes, when in the world below, do here con- 


tribute to our happineſs, which does ſo much 


partake of his immenſity, whoſe gift it is, that 
even the ſacred oracles themſelves. give but 
a negative deſcription of it; and does not 


only remove our thoughts from all that we 


enjoyed below, but does exalt them above 
whatever we could fancy there. Nor will 


you wonder, Epenetus, that it ſhould be ſo; 


' if you will but conſider, that here our facul- 


ties are not only gratified with ſuitable and 
acceptable objeAs, but are ſo heightened and 
enlarged that our capacities are both increa- 


ſed and filled. You know, that in the world 
below, a child, not yet relaſed out of the 


homely priſon of the womb, can there have 
no ideas of thoſe delights, which by the plea- 
ſing noiſes and the glittering objects that will 


preſent themſelves to him after his birth, will 
be afforded him. And the ſame child, whilſt 
he continues in his nonage, though he may 
with delight look *** emblems finely drawn 
he cannot. 7 ar what 
ord him, 
when age aud ſtudy ſhall have ripened his in- 
tellectuals, and made him capable of under- | 
ſtanding the excellent moralities couched in 
thoſe curious W Such a double ad- 


and painted, yet 


pleaſure. the ſame , objects. will 
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Vantage, Epenetus, among others, the admiſ- 
fon into theſe ſacred manſions, brings to all 

|. thoſe to whom that bleſſing is vouchſafed. 
For beſides that ſet of objects, if I may fo 
ſpeak, ſo new and ſo peculiar to this place, 
that their ideas could never once enter into 
their thoughts before they were admitted hi- 
ther; beſides this, our now enlarged capaci- 
ties enable us, even in objects not altogether 
unknown to us before, tg perceive things for- 
merly undiſcerned, and derive thence. both 
new and greater ſatisfaction and delight, ; 
"Wonder not, my Epenetus, that, in deſeri- 
bing of theſe glorious things, I uſe expreſ- 
ſions: you have not heretofore been uſed to 
hear; ſince my bright theme is more above 
our praiſes, than this bleſſed region is above 
the earth. For though iny language may 

| ſeem tumid and aſpiring, yet ſeeming hyper- 
pPoles may well be uſed in the deſcription of 
_ felicnties, which makes the moſt hyperboles 
but ſeeming ones: For the Joys, of heaven 
appear (like what the ſtars do to the world 
below, by reaſon of their remoteneſs from 
them) extremely little, though really in them- 
felyes they are fo vaſt, that a leſs thah the 
largeſt is much greater than the biggeſt object 
upon earth; nay, than the whole'earth itſelf. 

Aud therefore, Epenetus, IL endeavour (con- 
Aderitig you are ſtill clothed wirn mortahiry ) 
to give you an account of hezyenly things, 
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by repreſentations tranſcending what * ap⸗ 


pear to er that I may thereby give you no- 
tions leſs inferior to what they truly are. 


For here, my Epenetus, the bleſſed enjoy 
happineſs enough to rectify all thoſe miſtaken _ 


notions we had formed to ourſelves of it 


below. We are inſirucked here both how te 
name and rate all the felicity which we pol- 
ſeſs, which is made up of the confluences of 


een and perpetuity of all true joys 
eing made happy (unlike to what philoſophy 


pretends to do) not by the confinement, bur 


full fruition of our utmoſt deſires, which 


neither fail in the choice of their objects, nor 


miſs in the enjoyment of them; but are un- 


erringly juſt, and infallibly accompliſhed, . 


Here we not only ſee; but are made like 


thoſe bleſſed ſaints, we in the world below 


ſo much admired. Thioſe ſpirits of juſt men 


made perfect, of which the Fine oracles have 


told us, are here our conſtant and familiar 
company, into whoſe: bleſſed ſociety we are 
not only welcome, but increaſe it. Here like- 
wiſe, we behold thole. glorious ſpirits, whoſe - 


nature does inveſt them with ſo bright a luſtre, 


that all the diſadvantage their diſguiſes gave 


| them, when they appeared to us below, would 


ſcarce ſuffice to hinder us from. making them 


the objects of our alteration. 


But above all, we here behold, my Epe- 


netus, a fight 1 the dying 15 that 
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| bleſſed L AE of God flain from the world? . 
| | foundation in the Divine decree, that glo- 
rious Saviour,” of whom the ſcripture does 
fo much and excellently entertain us; and 
; Who having done and ſuffered ſo much for 
us, does fo highly deſerve of us, both upon 
the ſcore of his infinite perſectious, and up- 
on the account of his ineſtimable benefits, 
Ves, Epenetus, here we behold that holy and 
Divine perſon, who when he did vouchſafe 
to err his tent among the ſons of men be- 
and dwell with them on earth, OY 
8 10 & them, by his merits and example, v0 "8 
dwell with him in heaven, did in fo admi- 
rable a manner mix an awful majeſty with 
an Humble meekneſs, and the aſſumed infrmi- 
ties of his human nature, with the corruſca- 
— of his divine; expreſſing in his whole 
life ſo perfect and exemplary a virtue, with 
fo much ſweetneſs and gentleneſs towards 
thoſe that were aſpirers to it, though they 
came moſt fhort of it, that even the Jews 
themſelves could fay of him, That he had dne 
- all things well: Nay more, his very enemies 
that were employed to apprehend him as a. 
malefactor, confefied to thoſe that ſent them 
fo to do, that Never man fpake lite him. 
But there, my Epenetus, this bleſſed Son of 
God was in the form of a ſervant, which he 
put on, that he might ſuffer for us, and ex- 
erciſe his Trient ad 8 function in 


| 
| 


that regal ſtate and condition that belongs to 


ven and earth, encompaſſed with ſuch; radi- . 


_ Sglomon's myſtic epithalamium, who having | 


lencies that concurred tothe accompliſhing 


ſhoot flames as pure, as holy, and as deathleſs 
as what the ſeraphims themſelves conſiſt of. 


never entered into the heart of man to conceiue 


him, that glory can be but imperfectly. ex- 
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the world below: But here we ſee him in 


him by virtue of his kingly office; on te 
account whereof he is ſtyled, The Xing f 

kings; and Lord of. lords, all power and au- 
thority being veſted in him, both in he- 


ant majeſty and ſhining ſplendor, that we 
may well eſteem him, what the great evan» 
gelic. Prophet long ſince called him, EHE 
ADMIRABLE, For here our raviſhed ſouls, 
by an attentive contemplation of his glories, 

ſtill find more cauſe to imitate the ſpouſe in 


dwelt upon the beauty of the ſeveral excel- 


the Divine Bridegroom, 
epiphonema, He is altogei lovely! His ſpark- 
ling eyes appear in his Kalted glory on the 
throne, (which the beloved diſciple long firice 
repreſented them) like flames of active fire, and 
£0 into the raviſhed breaſts gf the beholders, 


ks out into this 


3 Epenetus, ſince the divine ord- 
cles. do aſſure us, as I have ſaid already, It 


what God has here reſerved for thaſe that love 
preſſed by the bare epithet of conceivable 


with which the bleſſed God rewards the 
18 „ 
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meritorious ſufferings and obedience of the 
"only. begetten Son of his love; for whole fake 
he is pleaſed to confer on all the numerous 
company of his elect ſuch unimaginable glo- 
ries. | He that vouchſaſes unto ſo many of 
his ſervants a brightneſs like ĩhat of theſſtars, 
you cannot but think, Epenetus, does Com. 
municate a far more radiant luſtre to the Sox 
OF RIGHTEOUSNESS; although your preſent 
mortal ſtate denies you to behold the bright-. 
: neſs of his glory. y 
But all this glorious greatneſs of our 
bleſſed Redeemer does not yet make His 
Kindneſs leſs familiar, but only more obli- 
ging; for he diſdains not, even after his aſ- 
| *cenfion hither, gay, Bebolu, I Hand at the 
«Geer and knock ; M man hear my voice, and 
' * op the door, 1 come in to him, and wal 
up with him, an de with me. And that | 
King in the parable, by whom our bleſſed - 
Lord is repreſented, is « himſelf to wel- 
come each individual truſty ſervant with a pe- 
1 wee Mell done, good and faithful ſearvant. 
Wonder not, Epenetus, that I ſeem fo ſo- 
Aces to give you an account of the high 
dignity and ſuper- eminent felicity of our ex- 
alted Saviour, and that 1 have endeavoured 
thus to let you know that the bright Sun of | 
| Righteouſneſs is now incapable of ſuffering 
| ws but ſhines with an unclouded and un- 
equalled ſplendour: and that I now ee Feſus, 
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our Redeemer's love) than as it is a donative 


only does admit, but even does invite each 


Who (as the author to the Hebrews ſpeaks} 


Mar made a little lower than the angels, orotumeu 
avith glory and honour. For it makes heaven 
to be more that” heaven to me, to find him 


reigning here, who ſuſfered ſo much for me 


in the world below. And our, Redeemers 
happineſs, which is ſo great, and ſo inef- 

fable, brings an inereaſe to ours, according 
to the ardency of our love to him. Nay, 
further, Epenetus, let me add, that though 
our joys are here ſo great, they do not need 
endearing eircumſtances, (yet does it make 
our happineſs more happy, as it is a proof of 
of his bounty. { 
Ik it was matter of rejoig 


Nunted worthy to 
ſuffer ſhame for his na how much think 
you is their joy, now 
reign” with him? His having ſupported the 
hardſhips and toils to which the afflicted con- 


dition of our mortality was expoſed, did fo _. 
much alleviate them, and refreſh us under N 


them, that even in this ſenſe, alſo, it might 
be truly faid, The chaſtiſment of our peace tur 
upon him, and by his ſtripes we were healed. 
But can you think, Epenetus, that he who 
bas relieved us even by his croſs, does not 
do more for us by his crown? Here he not 


+ ”- 


are admitted to 
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faithful ſervant to no leſs a bleſſing than to 
enter into his Maſter's joy. So rich a ſource 
of. happineſs did Chriſt make himſelf. to us, 
in all his capacities and conditions, that in 
earth and heaven it was, and is, his gracious 
and conſtant, employment to ſhare our griefs, 
or to impart to us his joys; and either lefiet 

our miſeri = by his ſufferings, or increaſe! our 
| happineſs his felicity. 1 $1.41 


of + 


Having, —— treated of the happineſs, of thoſe 


celeſtial. ; manſions, reſulting. from the bea- 
tifie ſight: of: our redeeming Lord; the crown 
of all our bleſſedneſs, I now proceed to tell 
vou, Epenetus, what you, perhaps, may have 
obſerved already; that here we do not only 
ſee our elder ets, Chriſt, but alſo our 

friends, ..kindredMn« bd: relations. that in the 
world below live ia bis fear, and died in 
his favour, whic a large addition to our 
happineſs. Nor do we only know our friends, 
relations and contemporaries, but all the ſaints 
that lived in all the ages of the world. Thus, 
though Elijah (whom found diſcourſing 
with you) lived in the world below long 


[ng the . bleſſed, Meſſiah, was made fleſh, 


pet you no ſooner ſaw; than you ſtraight 
knew him; and ſo you will do Adam alſo, 
when you ſee him. Nor can I think this a 
new notion to you, ſince you might long ago 
have learned it from the ſacred oracles z our 
bleſſed Saviour * having told us, not 
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| only that the children of the reſurrection hall . 
| be like the angels, who in the viſions both of - 
the Prophet Daniel, and the Apoſtle John, 
| appear to be acquainted with each other) but 
alſo in the parable of the miſerable rich man 
and the happy beggar, the Father of the 
faithful is repreſented as knowing not only 
the perſon nk preſent condition, but alſo the 
paſt ſtory of Lazarus: And the Apoſtle of the 
Gentiles did, when in the world below, ex- 
pect his converted and pious Theſſalonians to 
be his crown, at the great day, when the 
having turned many to righteouſneſs ſhall, 
as the beloved Daniel tells us, confer a 9 5 
lite an immortal brightneſs. And J am ure, 
my Epenetus, you have often read of the tranf- 
figuration of the bleſſed Redeemer in . 
Mount, where Moſes an Elijah were di 
courſing with him, and then you cannot for- 
get how readily the three diſciples knew them. 
This was no other but a type of heaven, 
where all the ſaints are known to one another. 
Think you our knowledge here is leſs than 
that which Adam had in bis firſt ſtate of inno- 
cence? And yet you know that Adam knew 
Eve, his wife, when ſhe was firſt brought to 
him, and told her ſhe was bone of his bone and 
Heſb ef his fleſh, — But what need of further in- 
ſtance? your own experience has already told 
you that it is ſo; and were you but diveſted 
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of mortality, as in a few. days, you. will, you 
will find it with far greater evidence. 


But let we mew h you, my dear Epenetus, 


the great advantage that the knowledge of 
each other here does bring to all the bleſſed. 


Here it is that the bleſſed d well in an un- 


interrupted perfect union and communion 
with God, and with each other; but without 
knowledge can be no agreement, and with- 
out agreement no communion; and where 


there is no communion, there is no happi- 


neſs: So that to think we did not know each 
other here, would be to think us ſhort of 


happineſs. Here, Epenetus, the general aſ- 


ſembly of the firſt- born, as they receive their 
happineſs from the bright viſion, of the ever- 
bell 
pleaſure to each other; an unteigned ardent 
love uniting all that pure ſociety, „On earth 
dur love was kindled either from ſome natural 
relation, or other civil tie; or elſe on the 
account of ſome viſible excellencies, that ren- 
der a perſon worthy of our choice and friend- 
ſhip: But here our reaſons are far, greater, 
and the degrees of love incomparably more 


fervent ;. For in this ſupernatural ſtate, all 


cCarual alliances and reſpeQs do ceaſe. The 
bleſſed Apoſtle, even when on earth, told us, 


If be bad knoiun Chriſt after the fleſh, be knew 


Vim ſo. no more: For by the reiurrection and 
aſcenſion of our bleſſed Lord, he was trant- 


ed God, ſo they communicate the pureſt 


{ 


ported into another world, and had commu- 


verſing with him on earth. Our ſpiritual re- 3 
ſtricteſt band of nature; here we have all re- 


Jeſus Chriſt, the Prince of Peace, and Head 
of our happy fraternity. The prineipal mo- 


in nature or any ather carnal reſpects.” Virtue R 
is amiable in an old perſon, though wrinkle,i 


perſon, though beautiful. And you have 


thoſe of fleſh, a purer light than what is 
ſenſible, a diviner beauty than what is 
corporàl, and a nobler love than what is ſen- 
ſual; which made the royal Prophet declare, 
That all his delight twas in the excellent, But 
even ſpiritual” love has its allays below; for 
there are relics of -frailty in the beſt of men 
there; and ſome blemiſhes that render them 
ſeſs amiable: But here the image of God is 
complete, by the union of all the glorious 


dieſſed ſoul agrees exactly with the firſt ecem- 
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nion with him as an heaveniy king, without 
low regards to the temporal privilege of con- 


lation is more near and permanent than the 1 


lation, to the ſame heavenly father, and unto 


tives of love, even on earth, are the inhe- 
rent excellencies of a-perſon:; + Wiſdom, ho- 
lineſs, goodneſs, fidelity, are mighty attrac- 
tives to affection, and produce a'more 1ati- 
mate _confederacy of 'ſouls, than propinquity 


and deformed; and vice is hateful in a young 


een on earth, my Epenetus, clearer eyes than 


virtues requiſite to its perfection; and every 


plar; a divine beauty ſhines in them ever 
n 95 | 
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55 durable; a beauty that darts no contagious 
. \ fires; a beauty chat is inviolable, and cannot f 


ſuffer injury. 
The true worth of the Hints below i is very 


little viſible, the leaſt part of it being ſeen, 


The earth is fruitful i in. its plants and flowers, 
but its riches are in mines of precious metals, 
and veins of marble, hidden in its boſom.— 
True grace appears in ſenſible actions, but 
its glory is within; But here their excellencies 


are in open view; the glory of the. bleſſed 


God is revealed in them. And, ah! how at- 
tractive is the Divine likeneſs to an holy eye! 
How doth it raviſi me to ſee my fellow- ſaints 


ſhining with an immortal lovelineſs! And 


their love is reciprocal, proportionable to the 
cauſe of it. An equal, conſtant flame is here 
preſeryed by pure materials: Here every one 
is perfectly amiable, and perfectly enamoured 
with each other. And O how happy is this 
ſtate of love! Well might the Pſalmiſt break 


out into that rapture, Babold how good. and 


pleaſant it is for brethren to awell together i in 
unity] had he then ſeen that: happy union 
which he now here enjoys with all the faith» 


ful ones; love is the beauty and the ſtrength 


of all ſocieties, and the great pleaſure of our 
lives below. How excellent then muſt be the 


joy of the bleſſed here, who witneſs the ac- 


compliſhments of what our Saviour prayed for 
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Father art in Me and I in Thee, that they alfa 
may be One in us. © The bleſſed God'is abſo- 


lutely One in his glorious nature and will, 


and therefore is unalterably happy; and the 


inviolable unity of the faints love is a bright 


ray of the eſſential unity between the ſacred 
Perſons : Here love effectively transforms - 
one foul into another, and makes the glory 

of each faint redound into the joy of all. 
Such is the power of this ckleſtial fire, 
where we burn it melts and mixes ſouls in 
ſuch an- entire union, that, by complacence 
and an intimate joy, the bleſſeqneſs of all is, 

as it were, proper to every one, as if every 


one were placed in the hearts of all, and all 


in the heart of every one; and ſure where 
there is love like this, all needs muſt be delight. 

And how can it be otherwiſe, ſince in this 
bleſſed ſociety there is a continual receiving 
and returning of love and joy, with — 3 
reciprocrations of endearment; and their con- 
verſation and intercourſe is raviſhing: Think 
Epenetus, what an entertainment of love and 
joy there is in the preſence and 'diſcoutſes of - 
dear friends below; how their mutual aſpect, 

like a chain compoſed of ſpirits, luminous and 
active, faſten and draw their fouls to one 
another: And though there be no friendſſip 


” < 
4 


on tlie earth without allays, yet the felicity of 


love conſiſteth in their converſation; but 
whatſoe ver is W friendſhip, is in 
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perfection here; and whatſoever is in allay; 
occaſioned by men's folly or their weakneſs; 
is all aboliſhed here. The bleſſed here; with 
overflowing of affection, recount the Divine 
benefits, and, all thoſe admirable methods, 
whereby the life of grace was firſt begun, 
preſerved, and carried on amidſt temptations ; 
the ſucceſſion of mercies in the time of our 
hopes, and the conſummation of all 'in this 
time of our enjoyment. - Have you not yet 
heard, Epenetus, the melody both faints and 
angels make about the throne? And how 
they all concur in their thankſgivings to God 
for making of them reaſonable creatures, 
ſuch as are capable both of loving and enjoy - 
ing him, when they might have been of the 
loweſt order in the whole ſphere of beings; 
for his compaſſionate care and providence over 
them in the world, but eſpecially for his ſove- 
"reign and fingular mercy in electing them to 
be veſſels of honour, and for his. powerful 
grace in reſcuing them from the cruel and ig- 
nominious bondage of fin; for his free love, 
that juſtified them from all their guilt by the 
death of his only Son, and has now glorified 
them with himſelf? We are never weary, 
Epenetus, of this delightful exerciſe, but con- 
tinually bleſs him for his mercy that endures 
for ever: Yea, the winged cherubims and 
ſeraphims about the throne, cry one to ano- 
ther to expreſs their zeal and joy in cele- 
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: brating his eternal purity and power, and the 

glory of his goodneſs. And O how un- 

22 is the pleaſure of this eoncert? Every 
oul 


being harmonious, and contributing his 
part to the full muſic of. heayen. O could 
the world below but hear the echo of thoſe 
ſongs wherewith the heavens above reſound! 
thoſe ſongs wherewith the ſaints do here tri- 
umph in the juſt praiſe and ſolemn adoration 
of the King of Spirits: How would it inflame 
their deſires to be joined with them. 
But beſides all the happineſs that does here 
acerde to us by the knowledge of our friends, 


| kindred, and relations, and that which does 
reſult from that communion we have here with 


God, and with each other; it is to me, my 
Epenetus, a mighty happineſs I here enjoy, in 
underſtanding ſatisfactorily all thoſe deep and 


obſcure myſteries of religion, which the pro- 
foundeſt rabbies of the world below were not 
aſhamed to own they could not fully compre- 
hend; but, after all the toil and induſtry of 


their moſt anxious inquiries, were reduced to 
fit: down with the great Apoſtle, Rom. xi. 3. 

in admiration of that depth, whoſe bottom 
they can never fathom. And I acknowledge 


that it is to me a mighty pleaſure that here I 
underſtand thoſe. obſcure paſſages of the ſacred 
' oracles, which notwithſtanding all that bold 


erities and learned expoſitors have attempted 
to illuſtrate, do to the world below remain ſa 


- 
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ſtill: Nor can it be well otherwiſe, becauſe 
they cannot diſcern how exquiſitely the ſeveral 
parts of ſcripture are fitted to the ſeveral times, 


_ perſons, and occurrences wherein their all-fore- 


- 


| ſeeing Author intended moſt to uſe them; all 


which are obvious to us here, and conſequently 
we diſcern a perfect harmony between thoſe 
texts that in the world below ſeemed moſt at 
variance. Here, Epenetus, we have clearly 
expounded to us thoſe riddles of Providence 
which have but too often tempted even good 


men upon earth, to queſtion God's conduct 
in the, government of the world, whilſt' the 
calamities and perſecutions of virtue and in- 


nocence ſeem approved by Him ho accu- 


mulates proſperity on their criminal oppoſers. 


Here we are thoroughly convinced, that all 
thoſe ſeeming irregularities which the heathens 
thought fit to impute to the giddy whimfies 
of a female deity, are not only conſiſtent with 
the Divine juſtice and goodneſs, but are pro- 


ductions of it. And though fuch a belief do, 


to intelligent perſons in the world below, ſeem 
a great piece of ſelf-denial, yet here it does 


appear as reaſonable, as there they find it dif- 


ficult. 6's , 


For Bildad, who was one of Job's well- 
meaning, but unkind comforters, has told us 
long ago, They that live upon earth are but of 


yeflerday, and know nothing, becauſe their days 
there are but a ſhadow : And the ſhortneſs of 
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their tranſitory lives not permitting, them to 


* 


1 continue long enough ſpectators, there to ſee 

| above a ſcene or two at moſt of that great play, 

8 acted by mankind on the ſtage of the world, 

f it is no wonder that they are apt to harbour 

y ſiniſter thoughts of the contriver of a plot, 

e neither the beginning nor end whereof they 

it are acquainted with: But when once the 

y whole of the Divine conduct in the admini- 

e ſtration of things ſhall be diſcloſed as here it 

d is, all thoſe reyolutions and occurrences of 

N empires, ſtates, families, and particular per- 

e Tons, which mortals are ſo prone to quarrel 

* with below, do here to us appear ſoJuſt, ſo 

|= requiſite and ſeaſonable, that thoſe very things 

3. BB that while we were on earth tempted us to 

I deny God, do here engage us to praiſe him: 

E And indeed, we are not ſo properly ſatisfied, _ 
-= as raviſned with the beauties of his providence. 
9 But, Epenetus, beſides this general provi- 

J- dence of God, of whoſe adorable wiſdom in 

o, the conduct whereof I have been ſpeaking, 
m vue are here eſpecially tranſported with wonder 
es and gratitude at theſe diſcoveries of the Divine 
f- goodneſs which he is pleaſed to make of the 

„ reaſons of his diſpenſations towards each one 
1 in particular. - O Epenetus | I have ſeen towards 

us myſelf, not only the neceſſity and juſtice, but 

of even the mercifulneſs of thoſe very afflictions _ 
yr that I once (when upon earth) ,imputed to his 


of ſeverity; and I am _ fully convinced, no 
2 3 | 


- 
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ſtroke Inet with in the world below (and vou 
can tell, Epenetus, that there 1 met with 
many, as well as great afffictions) either eame 
ſooner, or fell heavier, or ſtood longer than 
the occaſion that extorted it exacted: And I 
am fatisfied my hopes were never diſappoint- 
ed, but to ſecure my title to better things than 
What! hoped for. Nor was my intereſt (or 
what at leaſt T thought then to be fo) ever 
prejudiced, but when it was more to the ad- 
vantage of what was truly ſuch. Yes, Epe- 
netus, all that unwelcome darkneſs that on 
earth ſurrounded my purblind underſtanding, 
a 15 now vaniſhed, and did fo at the firſt dawn- 
of this bright eternal day, wherein the 
| 0 olution of all thoſe difficulties, which upon 
= not only exerciſed but diſtreſſed my faith, | 
ranted to reward it. 
ere, Epenetus, to draw to a conchifivr: we 
6 not only cgnverſe with ſaints and angels, 
but with that far more infinitely glorious 
Deity who made them what they are, without 
at all impoveriſtting himſelf: Here we not only , 
enjoy heaven, but its Maker, God; and fee 
him as he is, who is our All in All: Com- 
priſing all the goods we value in the creatures, 


more eminently and fully than the bright lu- 


minary of the day excels the twinkling tapers 
of the night: For we are here fo taken up 
with che contemplation and fruition of that 
- Glorious Otject (in whoſe Aa all * | 
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are both included and dilated) that ages num- 


berleſs, as are the joys of the bearrfic viſion, 


doth abound with, will ſcarce afford us leiſure 


for a diverſion to any other pleaſures than 
thoſe itſelf. creates; which are ſo numerous 


and ſo entire, that we deſire nothing that we 
have not, except more tongues to ſing more 


praiſes to the bleſſed. Gop, or a capacity to 


pay him greater thanks for what we have: And 
even thoſe deſires does his gracious acceptance 


make, in being but conceived, accompliſhed, 


For otherwiſe the reſidents of theſe bright 
manſions do ſcarce know any other want, than 


of our condition reducing us to à happy uſe- 


fulneſs of wiſhes, by giving us fo full a pre- 


poſſeſſion of all the objects of defire, ere time, 
like fire, having deſtroyed whatever it does 
prey on, does at laſt die itſeif, and ſo goes out 
into eternity, And here the nature of our joy 
is ſuch, that tho” after ſome centuries of years 
they may ſeem; to wax older, by having been 


enjoyed fo many ages, yet do they really ſtill 


continue as welcome and as freſh as at the 
firſt: It is the peculiar property of our felicity, 


. it always is the ſame, yet ever new. Weari- 


"nels argues imperfection, either in the object, 


poſſible i in God, and the latter ceaſes here. 
For our felicity i is here fo great, there is no 


need of-variety 0 be a part of it, or 7E it ano 


that of need to wiſh; the complete bleſſedneſs 


. 


or the appetite; the former of which is im- 


: * ! 
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admit variety, it is ſuch a one as conſiſts only 

in the further knowledge of its firſt object, 
God; like that which may be ſeen on earth 
in the diverſified refractions of the ſame ſpark- 


lng diamond. In God there is, if I may 


properly ſo ſpeak, ſuch an identical variety, that 
the fruition of him both ſatisfies and creates 


- deſires: Tho' that without ſatiety: and this, 


without diſquiet; other delights do, like the 
clothes men uſually wear, grow ſtale, and 
quickly are worn out; Whereas thoſe heavenly 
pleaſures we enjoy participate of that preroga- 
tive of the garments of the Iſraelites in the 
_ wilderneſs, not impaired by being uſed long; 
but as the needle once touched with the load- 
ſtone would never uncompelled forſake it, but 
after ages cling no leſs cloſely to it than at the 
firſt moment of their union; ſo do the 


bleſſed here with the ſame - undiminiſhed 


freſhneſs ever poſſeſs their joys as if each mo- 
ment were the firſt that they poſſeſſed them in, 
And if our happineſs does not improve 2 | 
enjoyment of it, it is perhaps. becauſe the 
greatneſs of it does render it incapable of in- 
creaſing: Or if our pleaſures do admit acceſ— 
ſion they alſo do receive it, from the aſſurance 
that we have, that we ſhall taſte them ever, and 
perpetually repeat the ſame renewed fruitions, 


to an eternity endeared by nothing more than 


by the quiet leiſure it does afford us, undiſturb- 


| VISTONS' OF HEAVEN, 81 
edly. to employ it in celebrating of Jehayah's 
praiſes; and in a condition happier, in that by 
it we are paſt doing, than paſt ſuffering ill. 
In brief, our inexhauſted joys are here ſo 
numberleſs, and ſo immenie, that we ſhall 
need 2 well as have) eternity itſelf ta taſte 
TT. ̃ . „ 
But I remember; Epenetus, you ſtill are in | 
the body; and may be tired with hearing wat 
J could be for ever relating, ſo vaſt is the | | 
happineſs that I poſſeſs, arid ſo great pleaſure _ F 
is there in relating it. I ſhall now therefore 1 
only further add one property of our enjoyed 
happineſs; and that is, That the vaſt multi- 
tude of bleſſed ſouls that are partakers of this 
Joy and glory, does detract nathing from each 
. private ſhare, nor leſſen the property each 
| happy ſaint has in it in particular; This 
| ocean of felicity being ſo bottomleſs, that th 
innumerable company of all the ſaints and 
angels never can exhauſt it; nor is this ſtrange 
5 at all, for in the world below, which does con- 
6 ſiſt of many ſpacious countries, and many of 
. them divided by large ſeas from one another, 
each ſeveral nation does alike enjoy the benefit 
ö of light; nor is there any can complain that 
| they enjoy it leſs becauſe another does enjoy 
it too, but all enjoy its benefit as . as it 
| 


none elſe enjoyed it but themſelves. Indeed 


there is this difference between the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs, and 'that which ſhines upon 
| N | 15 
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the world below; that whereas the latter by 
his preſence eclipſes all the planets (his at- 
tendants) ; the former, though radiant with 
a much greater ſplendour, will, by his pre- 


ſence, impart it to his ſaints; and ſo the great 


Apoſtle of the Gentiles does inform you, where 
he ſays, ben Chrift, who is our live, ſhall 
appear, then ſhall we appear alſo with him in 


It is the language of each bleſſed ſoul to 
his Redeemer, / am my Beloved's, and my Be- 
loved is mine. For each have a peculiar claim 
unto him. And David (who, when he lived 
on earth, was ſo well fkilled in ſinging ſongs 
of praiſe to his Redeemer) ſays of all them 


that put their truſt in God, That he ſhall 
abundantly ſatisfy them with the fatneſs of his 


houſe, and make them drink of the river of his 


pleaſures: As if he meant td inſinuate, that 


as when a multitude of perſons drink of the 


ſame river, none of them is able to exhauſt 
it, and yet each of them has the full liberty 


of drinking as much as he can, or as much 


às he could, though none but himſelf ſhould 
be allowed to drink of it; So whoſoever en- 
e joys God, enjoys him wholly, or at leaſt en- 
joys him ſo entirely in relation to his capacity, 


that the fruition of whatſoever- reſts unen- 


| joyed m God is forbidden by the immenſity 
0 


the object, and not the prepoſſeſſion of his 
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Thus, Epenetus, I have given you a brief 
account of our celeſtial Canaan : It is not, 


indeed, the thouſandth part of that which 


might be ſaid, yet it is enough to let you ſee 
it is a land flowing with milk and honey: 
And may well enough ſerve to whet your long- 


ing for a more fruitive experimental know- 
ledge of it; for none can fully know the hap- 


pineſs we here enjoy until they come to be 


partakers of it. „ 
Apen. Junius having finiſhed his excellent 


diſcourſe, I returned him many thanks, aſ- 
ſuring him, that I was fo far from being tired 


with hearing it, that 1 was exceedingly. de- 


lighted, as well as informed by it; and that 
I could not but be much pleaſed in hearing a 
deſcription of that happineſs, which, through 


the great ſuperabounding merits of my bleſſed . ; | : 


Redeemer, I hoped in a ſhort time to be par- 
»²²³ an — „ 
Jun. To wait with faith and patience, re- 


plied the happy Junius, until your mortal 
body be laid down, is what is now your work. 
And then you will know far more than I have -- 


told you. * You will hear, and ſee, and know 
things 'then. after another -rate than now 


you do. Your ears are not fitted now to hear 8 = | 
thoſe melodies that ſaints and angels make 
before the throne, nor can your tongue re- . 
peat thoſe. ſongs of praiſe which here the 1 


bleſſed make continuaily. Your eyes (though - 


/ 
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daeed; and will, no doubt, exult and joy in 
God on your account, as ſhe continually does 
on her on; but in this happy plate, worldly 


— 
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ſtrengthened above thoſe of other mortals) 


cannot yet behold the brightneſs of the plory 


that fills this happy place: Though I muſt 


grant what you have ſeen has given you 
more ſuitable ideas of it than all that dwell 
below can make of heavenly things; which is 
a fayour ſo great and inexpreſſible, that you 
have mighty cauſe to mfgnify his great ex- 
ceeding grace, through whoſe abundant 9 — 


neſs you were admitted hither. 


Epen. That bleſſed work (ſaid I) I never 
can begin too ſoon; and it is a work I hope 
will never end, but be as laſting as the cauſe 
of it.— But, Junius, ſiace ] have had the hap- 
pineſs of this converſation with you, may I 


not alſo ſee my mother here? for | am ſure 


ſhe is among the bleſſed. She early did in- 
ſtrut me in the things of God, and cauſed 
me every day to read the Holy Scriptures : 

her pious exhortations firſt of all made me 
look after heavenly and eternal things; and 
on her dying bed gave me charge (whatever 
others did) to ſerve the Lord: She, am 


ſure, would much rejoice to fee me in this 


place; 
Jun. Your mother, Epenetig is here in- 


relations ceaſe. Nor is there male and fe- 
male here, but all are alike the angelij for ſculs 


ad knnd "en > — WW T7” —_— — — A 8 1 3 


e 
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form, ſaid to me, 
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cannot be diſtinguiſhed into ſexes; and there- 
fore all relations here are ſwallowed up in 
God: However, ſhe whom you called ma- 
ther in the world below, you ſhall ſee preſent- 


y. He had no ſooner ſpoke, but, taking 5 4 
. 'by the hand, far ſwifter than an arrow fromm 


a bow we paſſed by ſeveral ſhining. forms, 
clothed in the roles of immortality, who ſeem- 
ed to wonder at me as I paſſed them; which 
I thought was occaſioned by my being there 
in the poor rags of frail mortality. But Ju- 
nius having brought me to my mother, for 
ſo I thought her, though then I faw a ſhining 


- 


Zin; Farewel, my Epenetus, I have now 
done what you defired me: Your guardian 
angel will be with you ſtraight, and re-con- 


duct you to the world below; where, wen 


you come, remember that you do not ceaſe 
to. celebrate the, might wonders of - Divineſt 
Love, who hath ſo Ta indulged -your weak- 
neſs as to admit you hither, and with cor- 
poreal eyes to ſeesthe immaterial glories, of 
FFC . 

Epen. The noble Junius having left me, 


, xe 


I ftraight drew near the ſhining form that 


ſtood before me, who, compaſſed round with 


rays of dazzling luſtre, appeared extremely 


glorious. I hardly. could behold her for the 
exceeding brightneſs of her countenance, or 
elle it ſeemed to me ſo, becauſe L looked with 


— 


this permiſſion; for which, eternal praiſe be 


n 
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mire intenſerieſs on her than on Elijah, or the 


noble. Junius: But taking it for granted it 
was my mother, I thus addrefſed her, V 
deareſt mother, I joy to fee yeu clothed in that 


Bright robe of glory, as. an inhabitant of theſe | 


Bleſſed realms of light and immartality. + 

Mother. Dear Epenetus, (ſaid my mother to 
me) for what I am, to him that is on the 
throne, and to the Lamb be all the praiſe 
and glory; for he alone it is has made me 


fo. The robe of glory, which you fee me 


wear, is only the reflection of his own bright 
beams! Ah! Epenetus, had not the bleſſed, 
for ever bleſſed, Redeeming Jeſus, firſt clothed 
me with his robe of righteouſneſs, I never 
ſbould have worn this robe of glory. I do 


not aſk you, Epenetus, (ſhe continued) how 


75 came thus to be admitted here, for I 
ave had already, from Elijah, a full account 
of that, and muſt acknowledge the Divine 
condeſcenſion has been. exceeding great in 


given to him. Ah! Epenetus, through how 
many dangers does Divine grace conduct our 
fouls to glory! I cannot think but with the 
moſt admiring thoughts of Divine love, how 


near I once was to eternal ruin! I once was 


poor, and blind, and naked; caſt ont into the 
Hai hing of my perſon, and lay polluted in my ffitb 


"and Head: But O the abundant” grace that 
found me in that wretched fad condition, and 


—_— 
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yet to me made it a time of love, waſhed me 
From all my filthineſs, and purged me from my 
In! 1 once was. nothing elſe but darkneſs ; 
but, O miraculous and happy change 1 now 
am full of light, and love, and joy: I ance 
was poor and miſerable, but now I am en- 
riſhed with all that heaven can give, or I re- 
ceive: I once was naked and expoſed to ſhame; 


| — LEUVEreT more rayun ©» 
and more harmonious. 8 fo ES 


Epen. I muſt confeſs 1 was amazed to find 
my mother in ſuch an ecſtaſy and holy tran- 
ſport ; and could not forbear faying, Ab, my 
dear mother, you ſpeak like ene that is indeed in 
ag aud feel the mighty joys you are poſ= * 
ed of. 5 D nt 
_ Math. O Epenetus (ſhe replied again) you 
ſhould not think this ſtrange! Ihe mighty 
wonders. of Divine love and grace will be 
74 ] * ; 
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the ſubject of our ſong for ever. Nor ſhould 
you call me Mother here, altho* I once was 
ſo; for here all ſuch relations ceaſe, and are 
all ſwallowed up in God, who is alone the 

great Father of all this heavenly 1 
And I muſt tell you, Epenetus, you are far 
more dear to me, as you are one that love 
and fear the Lord, and ſo through faith are 
his adopted ſon, than as you are the ſon born 
of my body. It i is here our greateſt mercy, 
that . mb God the-fountain of our happi- 
neſs; and that all weenjoy is in and thro! him, 
who is an object that is every way ſo adequate 
to all our moſt enlarged capacities, that in 
enjoying Him, we enjoy all that We can alk 
or think. 

Epen. I then deſired to knn if I ſhould 
tell her in what condition I left my father 
and my brethren in the world below, when I 
was carried thither? 

Moth. To this ſhe anſwered, No; auge I 
have py the body off, I have with that too 
put off all relations in the fleſh: Here God 
(aid ſhe) is all in all unto me, have no 
Huſband but the bleſſed Bridegroom of my 
ſoul; he who is fairer than the children of 
men; who is alone deſirable to me: Nor 
have I here any relations elſe. We are. all 
children of one Father here, and fervants of 
one Maſter, whoſe bleſſed ſervice is our perfect 
freedom; And as for thoſe I Joſt behind- me 
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in the world below, I have committed them 

to God, in whoſe good pleaſure I am happy, 
. whatſoever it be. I ſhall be glad and heartily 
rejoice to ſee them all heirs of this bleſſed in- 
heritance; for then I ſhall-be well aſſured the 
will of God s ſo, But if they ſhould claſe 


; 

; in with the grand enemy of their ſalvation, 

0 and refuſe the grace that is offered them, 
and thereby periſh in their unbelief, God 
, will be glorified in his juſtice, and in his 

A glory I thall ſtill rejoice. - But ſince, dear 

k Epenetus, you muſt deſcend again into the 

e world below, you cannot better ſhew your 
1 love to God, and zeal for the promoting of 

k his glory, than by, endeavouring to turn them 

's from the wiys of unrighteouſneſs : Nor do 
d you know bur that might be one end why this 
T peculiar privilege has been allowed u. 4 
1 WWhilſt I was diſcourſing with my mother, 

. a numerous company paſſed before me elath- + 

1 ed in long robes, white as the morning's 

= brightneſs, and purer far than any thing that 

d ever yet deſerved that name, each having 

o c.rovns of glory on their heads, which fparklod 

y forth refulgent luſtre; and each one carrying 

of in their right hand a palm of victory: And 

or as they paſſed by I heard them fay, Salvation 

N ta our Ged'who fits upon the throne, and to the 

of Lamb: And another company, who had a 

& very glorious appearance, and covered their 

* faces with their wings, whom I took to be 
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angels, anſwered them, ſaying, Amen. Blef- 
ing, and glory, and wiſdom, and thankſgromg, 
and- honour, and power, and might, be unto 
our God for ever, and ever. Amen. 

I then inquired what that great company 
were, that were arrayed in garments of fo 
pure a white, with palms of victory in their 


hands? And I was told, they were the noble 


company of martyrs, who having endured 


great tribulations in the world, and laid down 


their lives for the word of God, and the teſti- 
mony which they held, had now their robes waſhed 
in the blood of the Lamb, and had palms in 
their hands in the token of victory. I then 
aſked from whence they came? And I was 
anſwered, they came from. under the altar, 
Where they had been crying, How long, O 
Lord, holy and true, doſi thou not judge and 
avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth. 
Epen. I thought that all the ſaints here had 
that reſt, and peace, and joy in God, which 
did not permit them to have any thoughts of 
revenge towards their fellow. creatures: And 
I was the more inclined to think fo, becauſe 
many of them had prayed for their perſecu- 
tors in the world below, even at the very 
ſtakes, and when they have been under the 
hands of the executioners, and it ſeems ſtrange 
to me, that that meek and forgiving ſpirit 
ſhould be altered here in heaven. 
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Moth. The ſaints here do, indeed, poſſeſs 
that reſt, and peace, and joy in God, which 
is the ſum of all their happineſs; but having 
reſigned themſelves entirely to the- Divine 
good pleaſure, they cannot but deſire God's 
will may be tultilled in all reſpects; and there- 
fore knowing that it is the will of God to 
render tribulation to them that have troubled 
them; and that he does deſign to glorify. him- 


ſelf, by bringing down his 2 on the 


antichriſtian whore, who bath made herſelf 
drunk with the blood of the ſaints, and the 
martyrs of Feſus, they canngt but deſire the 
will of God may be done, and that his 
name may be glorified; which they know will 


de the reſult of his executing judgment upon 


the great whore; for when Babylon is fallen, 

a net ſong (hall be put into their mouths; and 
then it ſhall be ſaid, Rejorce over her, thou 
Heaven, and ye holy apoſtles and ,prophets, far 
God * hath avenged you of her. Lea, then 
ſhall they ſing, Hallelujah, ſalvation, and glory, 

and hanour, and power, unto the Lord our God, 
for true and righteous are his judgments, for 
he hath judged the great whore, which aid cor- 
rupt the earth with her fornication, and. hath 


avenged the blood of his ſervants at her hand; and © 


therefore praiſe our Gad, all ye his ſervants, and 


ye that fear his name, both ſmall and great. Ant ; 


again they ſing ballelujah. So that their crying 
under the altar, How long, O Lord, holy and 


— 
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true, daſt thou not avenge our blood on them that 
awell upon the earth, is not out of any deſire 
of revenge, but that God may be glorified for 
his righteous judgments. 1 8 8 
Epen. Having declared my ſatisfaction in 
her anſwer, I deſired. to know whether the 
fouls of the blefled underſtood what affairs 
were tranſacting in the world below, and 
whether they had any concern therein. 
Moth. To this the replied, The ſum of 
all our knowledge here is to know God, the 
fountain of our happineſs; but as to. the at. 
fairs of particular perſons, we are not concerned 
with them, and are ignorant of them, - being 
ſtill finite, though glorified creatures: The 
being preſent in all places is an attribute pe- 
culiar to God alone, to whoſe fight every crea- 
ture is manifeft. Though the proſperity or 
adverſity of the church below in their militant 
ſtate, is repreſented to us by the angels, who 
are miniſtring ſpirits, ſent forth to miniſter to 
Thoſe that fhall be heirs of ſalvation: And from 
what we learn by them we-are excited to re- 
new. our praiſes to him that fits upon the 
throne, and to the Lamb fer ever. The ad- 
mirable providence of God in the deliverance 
and preſervation of his church, being what 
we reflect upon with the greateſt pleaſure and 
delight, and praiſe God for with the greateſt 
ardency of affection, deſiring alſo that his 
glory, and his people's happineſs, may be con- 
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fummate by the redemption of the whole 
church, which ſhall not be till the bride hath 


made herſelf ready, and the my body of 
| Chriſt be completed. 


Epen. I then told her, I would only aſk her 


one thing more (for I believed my conductor 


was ready to come for me) and that was, in 


what männer their time was ſpent in this 


bleſſed place, and what their general conver- 
fation with each other was? 
Moth. To this ſhe replied, O my Epenetus g 


"How much does that cloud 'of mortality you 


ſtill bear about you, elog your underſtanding, 
even in thoſe bright regions: You ſpeak of us 
as ſtill clothed with mortal Meth, and con- 


ſider not that here mortality i is fwallewed up of 


155 and time is changed into eternity, without 
cceſſion or end. It is true indeed, that in 


the world below there is a continual flux of | 


time, which is divided into hours, and days, 


and weeks, and months, and years; but 


here there is no ſuch thing; here is no night 
by which days are diſtinguiſhed, nor circling 
orbs that make the ſeveral ſeaſons of the year; 
but one eternal undivided point laſts here for 
ever; and therefore, Epenetus, here is no time 
to ſpend. 

But then as to the other part of your queſ- 
tion, what our general converſation with each 
otheris? Eternity can only fully anſwer it. We 
all wal work 8 to do * the 


C 
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numerous ages of eternity, and that ſo very 
pleaſant and delightful, it both creates our 


joy, and ſtill increaſes it: What is there 
more defightful to the ſoui than knowle . 


And you may then ſoon think how va 

field we have to trace in it. And as our know, 
ledge does increaſe, ſo do the adorations we 
pay to the divine Author of it: For this is 
our peculiar happineſs, that all our diſqui- 
ſitions here, of whatſoever kind, tend to il. 


luſtrate the high praiſe and adoration of the 


ineffable Three One. 
How many * of the Deity, my 


Epenetus, do ſhine forth in the works of na. 


ture in the world below, - which ſtill lie hid 
and undiſcovered unto the moſt elaborate in- 

ques: into them! How many things are 

ere below you know not how they are done, 
vor yet are well aſſured that they are? Who 
can tell how a tree grows from a feed, or a 
variegated curious flower from a poor fimple 
flip, without any diverſity? And yet, that 0 


1 does, is evident enough. 


Why the magnetic ſtone attracts the needle, 
or amber picks up ſtraws, are ſome of the ar- 
canes of nature which yet puzzle the wiſeſt 
of mortals to tell by what ſecret ſympathies it 
came to pals, although the matter of, fact be 


; very obvious. Thele things are made in- 
telligible here, and all their occult cauſes laid 
open to our view; Which"likewiſe does exeite 
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gur humble adorations and renewed praiſes to 
Him who is ſo excellent in working, 

And then again, the wohdrous magnitude, 


as well as contextures of the celeſtial orbs, 


{which vain aſtrologers in vain pretend to 


penetrate) are here, both in their caufes and 


effects, made known unto the bleſſed, Who, 


being filled with higheſt admiration, adore the 


ever bleſſed God for all his works of wonder. 


Not that we have this knowledge barely by 
| A imple intuition, but by the mutual exerciſe 


of our diſcourfive faculties, whereby our know- 
ledge ſtilt becomes progreſſive. Nor do I 


deny, but that, by intuition, bur here enlarged 


faculties receive a great addition; for here we 
at one view can behold more than we can do 
ſucceſſively below in many years; to which 


the ſwiftneſs of our motion does alſo much 


contribete; 7-7 


mighty providence, and with what wondrous 
wiſdom he has over- ruled and governed all 


events, is ſuch a theme as well becomes us here 


to be continually contemplating ; and which, 


the more we view, the more we find occaſion 


ſtill to magnify the great and glotious name ot 
the great Author of our happineſs. © Theſe 
contemplations, Epenetus, have often been ex- 
ceedingly delightfutto me, when in the world 
below, where aw things but very darkly, 
and loſt much of «the beauty of them, by 


But farther yet, the works of God's al- 


% 
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reaſon of the vanity which was upon my pur- 
blind underſtanding, by means of which, I 

could not ſee afar off: But now, that all 

my intellectual faculties are both enlarged and 

perfected, and I can ſee the whole of what L 

then had but a ſhort and imperfect view of; 

how much more pleaſant and delightful muſt 
it be? How much more muſt it magnify the 
wiſdom of the. great Contriver, to ſee men 
eager in the proſecution of their own deſigns, 

and the fulfilling of their luſts, not having a. 

regard tb any thing beſides the fatisfying of 
themſelves; and yet to ſee how all theſe things 

are over-ruled to the effecting of the Divine 
good pleaſure, and bringing things, long ſince 
decreed, to paſs, although thoſe inſtruments 
knew nothing of it, is indeed well befitting 
him who is fo wonderful in counſel, and excel- 
lent in working : To whom be glory, and 
gh, of and praiſe, through all the endleſs 
ages of eternity. . | +728 

Thus the eternal Father had decreed our 

grear Redeemer ſhould be born in Bethlehem, 
or ſo the prophet Micah had declared, ſay- 

ing, But thou Bethlehem Ephrata, though thou 
be little among the thouſands of Fudah, yet out of 
thee ſhall he come forth unto me, who 1s to-be 

Ruler in Iſrael, whoſe goings forth have been 

from of old, from everlaſiing. But when the 
time drew near he ſhould be born, the bleſſed 

Virgia lived -at Nazareth, with her eſpouſed 

+ 3 
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k huſband, Joſeph, deſigning nothing elſe but 

[ to lie in there; which would have contradicted 

1 what the prophet Micah, by Divine inſpira- 

1 tion, had long ago foretold: And therefore, 
[ at this time Auguſtus Cæſar, the Roman Em- 

> peror, puts out a decree, that all the empire 

t ſhould: be taxed, and each one in his o. n 
E city from whence he deſcended, and that 
n both men and women: This cauſed the 
> bleſſed Virgin and her eſpouſed huſband to go 
2. to Berhlehem (big as ſhe was, and far as was 

f the way) that they might there be taxed ac- 

Q cording to what Cæſar had decreed ; and there 

IC the Lord of Life muſt then be born according 

C to what Micah propheſied. Cæſar aimed only 

ts at his getting money, and yet that aim of his, 
g through the Divine wiſdom over-ruling it, 
5 was made a means to bring about the ful- 
1 


filing of the prophecy, in ſo important a | 
matter as the birth of the Meſſiah. This 
tends exceedingly to magnify the mighty wiſ- 


ar dom and over-ruling providence of God, Who 
n, governs. all events to his own glory, and his 

y- people's good, _ | 4 

ou Lou knew a perſon, Epenetus, in the world 


of below, who, having propoſed to go to ſee 4 
be friend, and ſtay at his houſe ſome days, fell 
en down as he was getting upon horſeback, and 
he broke his leg, which put a ſtop to his intended 
ed Journey: This heeſteemed a very great affliction; 
ed but in a few days 13 received intelligence 
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that his friend's houſe was caſually burnt that 


very night that he intended to have lain there, 
. and all the people in it. This made him 
look on that which he at firſt thought to be 
an affliction, to be a mercy to him; and that 


the breaking of his leg was but in order to 


the faving of his life. Many ſuch inſtances 
of Divine love and goodneſs might be given, 
which here the bleſſed retain: a lively ſenſe of, 
and mention in their ſongs of praiſe and hal- 
lelujahs to God and to the Lamb. 
Again, my Epenetus, here all the bleſſed 
are eternally employed in ſinging praiſes to 
Him, who by his wondrous grace has brought 
them to his glory. Here we ſee plainly that 
gulph of everlaſting ruin, in which we were 
fo like to plunge ourſelves, - had he not 
. ſtopped our way. He often hedged up our 
way with thorns, that ſo we might not travel 
to deſtruction. The various methods of his 
grace, whereby he brought us to himſelf, we 
here repeat to one another, and join in one 


great chorus to his praiſe: And whulft we praife 


him thus, he ſtreams forth emanations of his 
grace upon us, whereby we are affimilated 
more into his likeneſs, which is our higheſt 
happineſs. VVV 
Thus, Epenetus, I have anſwered your 
laſt queſtion, which you will better underſtand 
When you thall come to be clothed with 


immortality. In the mean time, walk wortbhy 
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of the grace you have received; and let not 
your attainments puff you up, but give to 
God the glory of his grace; and let what you 
have ſeen and heard have this effect, to make 
you ſo much more abhor yourlſelt for Gon | 


own vileneſs. The great Apoſtle of the Gen- 


tiles, who like yourſelf was once admitted 
hither; declares he ſoon met with a thorn in 


the fleſb, leſt he ſhould elſe have been puffed 
up too much for the abundant revelations 
that he had received. Let this example there - 
fore keep you humble: Humility vll be your 
beſt defeũce; ſuch God exalts, whilſt he de- 
preſſes the proud. I ſee your guardian angel 
is coming towards: you, and therefore, Epe- © 
netus, fare you well till next you come, and 

then e i 


* * 


Epen. She had no ſooner ſpoke, but the | 


departed, and the bright form that brought 


me from the world below into this. place of 
Pole was preſent with me; to hom, 
was bowing, _ 


Ang. Bow to the Throne (ſaid the) and wt © 


to me; I have already told you I am thy 1 5 


creature; and therefore warſhip Gad alone, for 


he alone is worthy of adoration. Haſt thou. ob- 


ſerved theſe heavenly manſions well ? 


Epen. I then replied, I have obſerved, and 
have almoſt been raviſhed with their glory; 
but even here I could but ſee in part; their 


* 


s too bright, and too diaphonous 


* 
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for my beholding. And yet the fight was fo 
extremely delightful, that I could wiſh I might 
ſtay here for ever. NM! 
Ang. I have, replied the angel, a com- 
miſſion to re- conduct you to the world below; 
not only to the earth from whence I took 
you, but to the regions of the prince of dark- 
neſs, that thou mayeſt there ſee the reward 
of fin, 'and what incenſed Juſtice has pre- 
pared as the juſt judgment of their rebellion, 
Who would exalt themſelves above the throne 
of the Moſt High. But do not therefore be 
- afraid; for as I have a commiſſion to bring 
thee thither, ſo have I likewiſe to bring thee 


back again, and leave thee in the world from 


whence I took thee, till thou haſt there put 
off mortality ; and then I ſhall once more be 
thy conductor hither, where thou ſhalt live 
for ever with all the bleſſed here. | 
Epen. Theſe laſt words of the angel did, 

as it were, put new life into me: For to leave 
Heaven for earth, was that which did ex- 
tremely diſcompoſe me, and would have ren- 
dered me inconſolable, but that I knew the 
Divine Will was ſuch, But to leave Heaven 

fer hell, was that which turned my very 
heart within me. However, when 1 knew 
that it was the Divine good pleaſure that I 
ſhould be returned from thence to earth 
again, and there put off mortality, and then 
be re · conducted up to Heaven, I was a little 
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| comforted, and found within myſelf an entire 
: reſignation to the will of God; and therefore 
: ſaid with* ſome aſſurance to my bright con- 
| ductor, that which the bleſſed God has or- 
; dered, I ſhall be always willing to obey, of 
c whoſe great mercy I have already had ſo very 
. large experience, „ e 
d That even in hell itſelf I will nat ſcar, 
I May I but haue his preſence with me. there. 
Ang. To this my ſhining guardian anſwered... 
me. Wherever the bleſſed God vouchſafes 
his preſence, there is heaven, and whilſt we 
are in hell, he will be with us. T 
Eden. Then bowing low before the Al- 
mighty's throne, ſwifter than thought my 
guardian angel carried me ten thouſand leagues 
below the imperial Heavens, where, when I 
fa thoſe mighty globes of fires, thoſe ever 
burning lamps of the ætherial Heayens, I thus 


d, WW beſpoke my bright conductor: That I had 
ve Heard, when I was upon earth, that each one 
4 of theſe fixed ſtars were worlds, and I believed 
"Þ they might ; becauſe, though here they are of 
ne | ſuch a mighty magnitude, they ſeem To us 
an on earth juſt ſuch ſmall things as what the 
ry earth ſeems here; although, indeed, the earth 
ww WU f{cems here more dark than they do to thoſe 
1 that are on earth. But having ſuch an op- 
th portunity, I would willingly be informed from 
en - You what truth there is therein, of ot 

tle % a 
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Ang. To this my ſhining guardian an- 
fwered me, To Him who is almighty, there 
is nothing impoſſible ; nor can there be a 
bound ſet to infinity. The ever-bleſſed God 
took ſix days time to make the world below, 
but could as well have made it in one mo- 
ment, if he had ſo determined; it was the 
putting forth of his almighty power that did 
effect it; and what that power can do, there 
is none can tell but he that does poſſeſs it. 


But from his power, to argue it is bis will, 


is no good logic in the ſchool of Heaven. 
He does whatever he pleaſes, both in heaven 
above, and in the earth below; and what he 
pleaſes to reveal to us, we know; and what 
he has not ſo revealed, are ſecrets locked up 

in his own eternal counſel, which is a bold 
and preſumptuous curioſity for any creature 
to inquire into. There is no doubt but he 
can make as many worlds as there are ſtars in 
heaven, if it pleaſes him; but that he has 
done fo, he has not yet revealed, nor is it 
therefore our duty to inquire. 

By this time we were come down to the 
loweſt regions of the air, where I ſaw multi- 
tudes of horrid forms, and diſmal dark ap- 
pearances, fly from the ſhining preſence ot 
my bright conductor. 

Epen. Theſe ſure, ſaid I, are ſome of the 
vanguard of hell, ſo black and ſo affrighting 


are their forms. a 
* Ang. 
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Theſe are, ſaid my conductor, ſome 
ſtate ſpirits, that wander up and 
. down in the air, and on the earth, like roarin 
lions, ſeeking whom they may devour : ABA 
- though they are fled hence, you will fee them 
quickly in their own dark territories; for we 
are now upon the borders of the infernal pit, 
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I Quickly found the words of my conduc- 
tor very true; for we were ſoon ſurrounded 
with a darkneſs much more black than night, 
which was attended with a ſtink more ſuffo- 
| cating far than that of burning brimſtone ; 
my. ears were likewiſe filled with the horrid 
yellings of the damned ſpirits, that all the moſt 
diſcordant notes on earth were, in compari- 
ſon of this, melodious muſic. 

A. Now, ſaid my guardian angel, you 
are on the verge of hell, but do not fear the 
power of the deſtroyer, for my commiſſion 
from the Imperial "Throne ſecures you from 
all dangers. Here you may hear from devils 
and damned ſouls, the curſed cauſes of their 
endleſs ruin; and what you have a mind to aſk, 
inquire, and they ſhall anſwer you: The de- 
vils cannot hurt you, though they would, for 
they are bound by Him that has com miſſioned 
me, of which themſelves are ſenſible, which 
makes them rage, and fret, and roar, and bite 
their hated chains, but all in Vain, 
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We now were come within hell's territo- 
ries, placed in the caverns of the infernal 


deep; there, where earth's centre reconciles 


all things, where all effects do in their cauſes 
ſleep : There, in a ſulrhureous lake of liquid 


fire, bound with the adamantine chain of 


Heaven's fixed decree, ſat Lucifer, upon a 


burning throne; his horrid eyes ſparkling with 


helliſh fury, as full of rage as his ftrong pains 


could make him. Thoſe wandering fiends, 
that, as we came from Heaven, fled before 


us, had (J perceived) given notice of our 
coming, which put all hell in an uproar, and 


thus made Lucifer to vent his horrid blaf- - 


phemies againſt the bleſſed God; which he 


delivered with ſuch an air of arrogance and 


pride, as plainly ſhews he only wanted power, 
but neither rage nor malice. Wo 

Lucifer: What would the Thunderer have? 
ſaid he: He has my heaven already, whoſe 
radiant ſceptre this bold hand ſhould bear: 
And for thoſe never-fading fields of light, 
my fair inheritance, confines me here in this 
dark houſe of death, ſorrow, and woe! 
What would he have hell from me too, that 


he inſults me here? Ah! could I but obtain 
another day to try it in, I would make 


Heaven ſhake, and his bright throne to 
totter. Nor would I fear the utmoſt of his 


power, though he had fiercer flames than : 
"theſe to throw me in. Though then I loſt 
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the day, the fault was not mine! No winged 
ſpirit in Heaven's arched roof bid fairer for 
the victory than I did. But, ah! (continued 
he, with a changed voice) that day is loſt, 
and I am doomed, far ever doomed to theſe 
dark territories ! But it is at leaſt ſome com- 
fort to me ſtill, that mankind's ſorrow waits 
upon my woe. And fince I cannot on the 
Th — — I will wreak the , utmoſt of my 
rage on them. 

Epen. I was amazed to hear his i impious 
ſpeech, and could not forbear faying to my 


conduQor, How juſtly are his ape 1 


rewarded! 

Ang. What you have heard from this apo- 
ſtate ſpirit, is both his fin and puniſhment; 
for ever blaſphemy he helches againſt Heaven, 
makes hell the hotter to him. 

We then paſſed on further, amongſt diſmal 
ſcenes of unmixed ſorrow, and ſaw two 
_ wretched ſouls tormented by. a fiend, who 
without ceaſing plunged them in liquid fire, 
and burning brimſtone, whilſt they at the 
ſame time accuſed and curſed each other; 
one of them ſaying to his tormented fellow- 
ſufferer, O curſed be thy face, that ever Lſet 
eyes upon thee! My miſery is long of thee; *' 
1 may thank thee for this, for it was thy 
perſuaſions brought me hither; thou didſt 
entice me, thou it was that didſt enſnare me 
thus, It was your covetouſneſs and cheat- 
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ing, and your oppreſſion and grinding of the 
poor, that broug | 
but ſet me a good example, as you did an ill 


t me hither. If you had 
one, I might, for ought I know, have been 


in Heaven, and there have been as happy as 1 


am now miſerable:- But, O wretch' that I was! 


my following your ſteps has made me in this 


wretched ſtate, and ruined me for ever; O 
that I never had ſeen thy face, or thou hadſt 


never been born to do my ſoul that wrong 
that you have done. e 


The other wretch replied, And may I not 
as well blame you? For do you not remem- 
der how at ſuch a time and place you did 
entice me, and drew me out, and aſked me 
if I would not go along with you, when 1 


was about my other buſineſs, about my lawful 


calling? But you called me away, and there- 
fore are as much in fault as I: Though 1 
was covetous, yet you were proud; and if 
1 learned of me your covetouſneſs, I ani 
ure I learned of you my pride and drunken- 
neſs; and though you learned of me to cheat, 
yet you learned me to whore, to lie, and 
ſcoff at goodneſs. Thus, though I tumbled 
you in ſome things, os ſtumbled me as 
much in others; and therefore if you 2 797 


me, I can blame you as much. And if 


have to anſwer for ſome of your moſt filth 


actions, you have ſtill to antwer for ſome c 


mine: 1 wiſh you never had come hither; 


U 
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the very looks of you do wound my ſoul, 
by bringing fin afreſh/ into my mind: It was 
with you; with you it was I finned. O grief 
unto my ſoul! And ſince I could not thun 
thy company there, O that I could have been 
without it here! e 

From this fad dialogue I ſoon perceived, 
that thoſe who are companions upon earth in 
ſin, ſhall be ſo too in hell in - puniſhment. 

And though on earth they love each other's 
company, they will not care for it in hell, 
This, I believe, was the true reaſon why Dives 
ſeemed ſo charitable” to his brethren, that he 
would have them warned, that ſo they might 
Not come into this place of torment ; it was 
love unto himſelf, and not to them, that was 
his motive; becauſe had they come thither, 


his torments would have thereby been in- 
But there were yet more tragic ſcene of 
forrow : for leaving theſe two curſed wretches 
accuſing each other, for being. authors of each 
other's miſery, we paſſed on further, behold- 
ing ſeyeral , woeful ſpectacles; and, among 
others, one who ſtill had flaming. ſulphur 
forced down her throat by a tormenting ſpirit ; 
which he did with that horrid cruelty and in- 
ſolence, I-could not but ſay to him, 
Epen. Why ſhould you ſo delight in the 
_totmenting of that ' curſed wretch, as to be 


— 
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| thos perpetually pouring that flaming and i in- 
fernal liquor down her throat? v7 


Fiend. This is no more but 3 juſt retri- 
bution, replied the fiend : This woman in 
her life-time was ſuch a ſordid wretch, that 
though ſhe had gold enough, could never be 
ſatisfied, and therefore now I pour it dawn her 
throat: She cared not who ſhe ruined and 
undid, ſo the could get their gold ; and when 
ſhe had amaſſed together a greater treaſure 
than ever ſhe could ſpend, her love of money 
would not let. her ſpend ſo much of jt as to 
ſupply herſelf with what the common neceſ- 
ſities of life required; for ſhe then went often 
with an empty belly, though her bags were 
full, or elſe the filled it at another's charge: 
And as for her apparel, it either never grew 
old, or, if it were fo, it was always ſo ſup. 
plied with patches, that at laſt it was hard to 


ſay which piece was an original, as it is 


among the learned men on earth to find out 
the original of Nile. She kept no houſe, be- 
cauſe ſne would not be taxed; nor keep her 
troaſure in her hands, for fear ſhe thould be 
robbed; nor let it out without good bonds 
and mortgages, for fear of being cheated; al- 
though ſhe ever cheated all ſhe could, and 
was herſelf ſo great a cheat ſhe cheated: her 
own body of its food, and her on ſoul of 
mercy. And yet this curſed wretch had but 

one child in all the __ to give it to, — | 


% 
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the had brought up ſo, ſhe knew no mort 
how to make uſe of it than her mother did. 
Since gold then was her god on earth, is it 
not juſt that ſhe ane have her belly-full in 
hell ? / 
den. When her tormentor had done ſpeak- 
Ing; Faſked her whether what he ſaid were 
true or not? To this ſhe anſwered me, No; 
to my grief it is not. How | to your grief, 
faid I? Yes, to my erief, ſaid ſhe: Becauſe, 
were that which ny tormentor tells you true, 1 
ſhould be better ſatisfied; he tells you, that it is 
gold that he pours down my throat; but he 
is a lying. devil, and ſpeaks falſely: were it 
but gold, I never ſhould complain; but he 
abuſes me, and, in the ſtead of gold, he only 

gives me horrid ſtinking ſulphur: Had I m 

gold, I ſhould be happy ftill-; which I 
truly value, that if I had it here, I e 
would bribe Heaven with it, to be removed 
from hence. 3 
I could not 7 — U telling my nde e 19 
was amazed to hear a wretch, in hell itſelf, 
ſo to doat upon her riches, and that too, ll 
whilſt in the tormentor's hands. bY 
Ang. This may (ſaid he) convinee you "i 
it is fin that is the greateſt of all evils; and 
where love of that prevails, that ſoul is loſt 
1 for ever: And therefore it is the greateſt of ä 
all puniſhments to be abandoned to the love 7 
| of fin. The love of gold (10 which this BY 
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curſed creature is given up) is a more exqui- 
ſite and fatal puniſhment than that which the 
apoſtate ſpirits here inflict upon herr. 
Epen. Oh! faid I, could b but wicked men 
on earth, for one ſmall moment lay their ears 


cn. to this mouth of Tophet, and hear thoſe hor- 
No: rid ſhrieks of damned ſouls, they could 170 
rief be in love with ſin again. 


Ang. Eternal Truth has told us 1 
For chose that will not fear his miniſters, nor 
have regard to what his word contains, will 
ow be warned, 19 8 one ſhould « come from 

e 3 


ing ſteel, almoſt choaked with brimſtone; 
who cried out as one under a dreadful anguith, 
with a note of deſperation; / which made me 
defire of my conductor to ſtay a-While, that 1 


and thereupon [ heard him ſpeak as follows: 


or, Ah, miſerable wretch ! Undone for ever, 
. for ever |. O theſe killing words For ever! | 


will not a thouſand thouſand years ſuffice, to 
bear that pain, which if I could avoid it I 
would not bear one moment for a thouſand 
oF thouſand worlds? no, no, my miſery: never 
will have an end; after the thouſand thou- 
ſand years, it will be For ever (till. O hapleſs; 
hejpleſs, hopeleſs, . indeed 1 is this For 

2 


We had not come much finther, ak | 
we ſaw a wfetched ſoul lie on a bed of burn- - 


might liſten more attentively to what he ſaid; 


7 


\ 
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ever is the bell of hell! O curſed wretch ! 
Curſed to all eternity! How wilfully have 
I undone myſelf! O what ſtupendous folly 
am I guilty of to chooſe ſin's ſhort and mo- 
mentary pleaſure, at the dear rate of everlaſt- 
irg pain! How oft have I been told it would 
be ſo! How often preſſed to leave thoſe paths 
of ſin; that would be ſure to bring me to the 
chambers of eternal death! But I, like the 


deaf adder, lent no ear unto thoſe charmers, 


though they charmed ſo wiſely. They told 
me often, that my ſhort-lived pleaſures would 
quickly iſſue in eternal pain; and now toe lad 
experience tells me ſo, it tells me ſo indeed, 
but it is too late to help it, for my eternal ſtate 
is fixed for ever. hy had I reaſon given 
me? Why was I made with an immortal ſoul, 
and yet thould take ſo little care of it? O how 
my own neglect ſtings me to death, and yet I 


know I cannot, I muſt not die! But live a 


dying life, worſe than ten thouſand deaths; 


and yet I might once have helped all this, and 
- would not] O that is the gnawing worm that 


never dies]! I might once have been happy, 
ſalvation once was offered me and I refuſed it: 
Ah, had it been but once, yet to refuſe it, 
had been a folly not to be forgiven, but it was 


offered me a thouſand times, and yet (wretch 


that I was) I ſtill as often refuſed it. O curſed 


ſin, that with deluding pleaſures bewitches 


mankind to eternal ruin? God often called, 
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but I as often refuſed ; he ſtretched his hand: 


out, but I would not mind it. How often 


have I ſet at nought his counſel! How often 


have I refuſed his reproof ! But now the ſcene 


is changed, the caſe is altered; for now he 


laughs at my calamity, and mocks at that de- 
ſtruction which is come upon me. He would 


have helped me once, but then I would not, 
and therefore thoſe eternal miſeries I am con- 
demned to undergo, is but the juſt reward of 


my own doing. | 


I could not hear this doleful lamentation, 
without reflecting on the wondrous grace the 
ever-bleſſed God had ſhewn to me: Eternal 
praiſes to his holy name! For my heart told 
me, that I had deſerved as much as that fad 
wretch to be the object of eternal wrath; and 
it is his grace alone has made us differ! 


O how unſearchable bis counſels bel. 4 
Aud who can fathom his divine decree? _ 


After theſe refleQions, I addreſſed myſelf 


to the doleful complainer, and told him I had 


heard his woeful lamentation, by which I per- 
ceived his miſery was great, and his loſs irre- 


parable; and told him I would willingly be 


informed of it more particularly, which might 
poſſibly be ſome alleviation of his ſufferings. 
Dam, W at all; my pains are 


/ 
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ſach as can admit of no relief, no not for one 


{mall moment. But by the queſtion you 


have aſked, I do perceive you are a ſtranger 
here; and may, you ever beſo, Ah! had 1 


but the leaſt hopes ſtill remaining, how would 
I kneel, and cry, and pray for ever, to be re- 


deemed from hence] But ah, it Is all 1 in vain, 
J am loft for ever. 


Though that you may / Howare of coming 
hither, 1 will tell you what the damned ſuffer” 


wes,” 

Our miſtries in this infernal dungeon are 
| of two ſorts, what we have loſt, and what we 
undergo: And theſe I will reduce each to their 
ſeveral heads; although the ſad relation Will 
give a greater ſting to what I feel. 

F irſt, then, for what we have loſt, 


1. In this ſad dark abode of miſery and ſor- 


row, we have loſt the preſence of the ever 
bleſſed God: And this js that which makes 
this dungeon, hell. Though we had. loſt 
2 thouſand worlds, it would not be fo much 


as this one loſs : Could but the leaſt glimpſe 
of his favour enter here, we might be happy; 


but we have loſt it to our everlaſting w e. 

2. Here we have likewiſe loſt the company 
of faints and angels, and in their room Have 
nothing but tormenting devils. 


e vl VEIN een te ede lice" 


oy of bleſſedneſs: There is a deep gulph be- 
. twixt us and heaven, fo that we are ſhut out 


0 chink on, is enough to tear, and rend, and 
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from thence for ever. Theſe everlaſting gates 


that let the bleſſed into happineſs, are now for 
ever thut againſt us here. 1 


4. Here we have alſo Joſt all pity; and this 


is to the miſerable a great loſs: To have that 
God, who does ſo pity ſinners, that he has 
given his beloved Son to die for them, to be 
to far from pitying us that he rejoices in our 


miſery, and will do ſo for ever, is that which 5 


ſtings us to the very heart, and makes our 

miſery beyond meaſure miſerable. And what 
can be more cruel and tormenting, than to 
have that Redeemer, that gives his very blood 


for others, deny to pity us? Nor will the 


ſaints and angels pity us, but whilſt we here 


are howling in our miſery, under the wrath. 


of an incenſed God, the ſaints too ſhall rejoice 
that we are damned, and God is glorified in 
our deſtruction. Behold the diſmal iſſue of 
dur n © tons in lhe e 
5. Lo make our wretchedneſs far yet more 
wretched, we have loſt the hope of ever be- 
ing in a better ſlate, which renders our con- 
dition truly hopeleſs. He that upon earth is 
the moſt miſerable, has yet hope left as a re- 
ſerve. And therefore, it is a common pro- 
verb there, That were it not for hope, the heart 
would break, Well may our hearts break 


5 hen, ſince we are here both without hope and 


jelp. This is what we have loſt; which, but 
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gnaw upon our miſerable ſouls for ever. Vet, 
O that this were all! But we have ſenſe of. 
pain as well as loſs: And having ſhewed you 
what we have loſt, I am now to ſhew you 
what 'we undergo," 7 0 de le 9 
IT. And firſt, We undergo variety of tor- 
ments; we are tormented here a thouſand, nay 
ten thoufand' ſeveral ways. They that are 
moſt afflicted upon earth, have ſeldom any 
more than one diſtemper at a time: But ſhould 
they have the plague, the gout, the ſtone and 
fever at a time, how miſerable would t 
think themſelves? Yet all thoſe are but like 
the biting of a flea to thoſe intolerable, pun- 
gent pains that we endure. Here we have 
all the loathed variety of hell to grapple with: 
Here is fire that is unquenchable to burn us 
with; a lake of burning brimſtone ever choak- 
ing us; eternal chains to tie us; here is utter 
darkneſs to affright us, and a' worm of con- 
ſcience, that gnaws upon us everlaſtingly: 
And any one of theſe is worſe to bear than all 
the torments mankind ever felt on earth. 
2. But as our torments here are yarious, 
ſo are they univerſal too; afflicting each part 
of the body, and tormenting all the powers 
of the ſoul, which renders: what we ſuffer 
. moſt unſufferable. In thoſe diſtempers you 
men: are ſeized withal on earth, though ſome 
parts are afflicted, other parts are free; al- 
though your body may be out of order, your 
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head may yet be well; and though your head 

be ill your vitals may be free; or though your 
vitals be affected, your arms and legs may 
ſtill be clear. But here it is otherwiſe ; each 
member of the ſoul. and body is at once tor- 

mented. | VV 
Ihe eye is here tormented with the ſight 
of devils, who do appear in all the horrid 


| ſhapes and black appearances that fin can give 


them. The ear is continually tormented 
with the loud yellings and continual outcries 
of the damned. The noftrils ſmothered with 
ſulphureous flames; the tongue with burning 
bliſters; and the whole body rolled in flames 
of liquid fire. And all the powers and facul+ 


ties of our ſouls are here tormented : The 


imagination, with the thoughts of preſent 
pain; the memory loſt with reflecting on what 
a heaven we have loſt, and of thoſe oppor- 
tunities we had of being ſaved. Our minds 
are here tormented with conſidering how vamly 
we have ſpent our precious time, and how 
we have abuſed it. Our underſtanding is 
tormented in the thoughts of our paſh. plea- 


W lures, preſent pains, and future ſorrows, which 


are to laſt ior ever. And our conſciences arg 


tormented with a continual gnawing worm. 
3. Another thing that makes our miſery 
inſupportable, is the extremity of our tor- 
vents: the fire that burns us is ſo violent, 
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. company; and dreadful ſhrieks and howlings, 


And here the torments of our fellow- ſufferers 
1 are ſo far from mitigating our miſery, that * 
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that all hs water in the ſea can never quench | 
it; the pains. we ſuffer here-are ſo extreme, 
| that it is impoſſible they ſhould be known by 
any one but thoſe that feel them, Vindictive 
Juſtice here diſplays its power in the ſuſtaining 
of our dying lives, under thoſe great and excru- 
ciating pains, which ſcarce an angel's ſtrength 
could undergo. _ 
4. Another of the fad ene of our 
miiery is the continuity of our torments: As 
various as univerſal, and as extreme vio- 
lent as they are, they are continual too; nor 
have we the leaſt intermiſſion from them, our 
miſeries are both extreme, and always ſo. If 
there were any relaxation, it might be ſome 
allay: But this makes our condition ſo deplo- 
rable that there is no intermiſſion of our tor- 
ments, but what we ſuffer now we muſt for 
ever ſuffer. This cauſes a hatred to ariſe in 
our hearts againſt God; and our hatred againſt 
Gad continues our miſeries upon us. | 
5. The ſociety or company we have here, 
is another ingredient in our miſery. Torment- 
I ing devils, and tormented fouls, are all our | 


ow oe . 
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under the fierceneſs of our pain, and fearful q 


execrations againſt him whoſe power and ju- | 
ſtice keeps us here, is all our converſations 


they increaſe our pain. 
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5. The place in-which we ſuffer is another 
thing that increaſes our ſufferings: It is, the 


abſtract of all miſery, a priſon, a dungeon, a 
bottomleſs pit, a lake of fire and brimſtone, a 


furnace of fire that burns to eternity, the black- 
neſs of darkneſs for ever; and laſtly, hell it- 
ſelf. And ſuch a wretehed place as this muſt 
needs increaſe our wretchedneſss. 18 
7. The cruelty of our tormentors, is ano- 
ther thing that adds to our torments: Our 
tormentors are devils, in whom there is no 


pity, but, being tormented themſelves, do yet 


take pleaſure in tormenting us. 
8. All thoſe particulars that 


makes them much more grievous is, that they 


ſhall ever be ſo; and all our moſt intolerable 1 
ſufferings ſhall laſt to all eternity: O wretched 
ſtate of men! To be the everlaſting objects of 


God's revenging juſtice : Depart from me. ye 
curſed, into everlaſiing fire, 1s that which is 
the perpetual ſounding in my ears. O that I 


| could reverſe that fatal ſentence! O that there 


was but a bare poſſibility of doing it! What is 


it that I would not do or ſuffer to effect it? And 


yet Almighty Power can inflict no more than 
what I ſuffer now. But that I ſhall for ever 


ſuffer it, is what I know not how to bear; 
d Fe: what I muſt ever undergv. Thus 
Have 


ſnewed you the miſerable caſe that we 


en, and ſhall be in for ever. 


I have reck⸗ 
oned up, are very grievous; but that which 
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deſerved it all? How often were you told of 
you were ſo preſumptuous to dare Altnighty 


Juſtice to deſtroy you! How often have you 


this, that you ſhould call ſo often for damna- 


have had a long time of repentance given 


to everlaſting puniſhment: If I had had the 


itt as you have done; And it had been Better 
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This wretched ſoul had ſcarcely made an 
end of what he was ſaying, before he was 
afreſh tormented by a helliſh fury, who bid 
him ceale complaining, for it was in vain : 
Beſides, ſaid he, do not you know you have 


ds + 


this before, but would not then believe it? You 
laughed at them that told you of a hell; nay 


called on God to damn you ? And do you now 
complain that you are anſwered according to 
your wiſhes? What an unreaſonable thing is 


tion, and yet be ſo uneaſy. under it? You 
own yourſelt. you had ſalvation offered you, 
and. you refuſed it z with what face then can 
you complain of being damned? 1 have 
more reaſon to complain than you, for you 
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you but I was turned to hell as ſoon as I | 
ad finned: You had falvation offered you, 

.and pardon and forgiveneſs often tendered 
you; but I never had any mercy offered me; 
but was conſigned, as ſoon as I had finned, | 


+ hd | hers. 


offer of ſalvation, I never would have lighted | 


for you, that you had never bad the offer of 
it neither; for then damnation had been eafier i 
to you: Who do you think ſhould'pity-you W 
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thak would be damned in ſpite of heaven : 
itſelf? 

This made the! wretch cry out, O * not 
thus continue to torment me, I know that my 
deſtruction is of myſelf: O that I could fer- 


get it! The thoughts of chat is here 
eſt plague: I would be damped; and there- 
fore juſtly am ſo. 

\ Then turning to the. Fiand, that. tortured 
him, he ſaid, but it was through thy tempta- 
tions, curſed devilz It was thou that temptedſt 
me to all the, fins 1 bave been guilty of z and 


doſt thou now upbraid me? You ſay you 


never had a Saviour offered you; but you 
ſhould call to mind, you never had a tempter 
neither; as I. have. had continually of thee y 


e importunate ſolicitations I never- 
coul | 


be free. 


„To this the devil ſcorafully replied, Ion 


it-was.my buſineſs to decoy- you hither ; and 
you have often been told ſo by your preachers: 
They told you plain enough we ſought your 


ruin, and went about continually like: roaring 


lions, ſeeking whom we could devour ; and 
was oft afraid you would believe them, as 
ſeveral did, to our great diſappointment : But 


you were willing to do what we would have 
ou; and ſince you have done our work, it is 
but reaſonable that we ſhould pay you wages. 


And then the Fiend tormented him 3 
which cauſed him to * out ſo horridly, 1 


my great- 


* 
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could no longer ſtay to hear him, and fo paſt 


awa 

Ehen, How diſmal, faid I then to my con- 
ductor, i is the condition of theſe damned ſouls ! 
They are the devil's ſlaves while upon earth, 
and he upbraids, — then torments them for 
it, when they come to hell. 

Angel. Their malice againſt: all the race of 
Adam, faid my conduQor, is exceeding great, 
becauſe the blefſed Redeemer died to fave 
them, and they enjoy that happineſs from 
which thoſe ſpirits were "caſt down. And 
' tho? it is impoſſible they ſhould prevail upon 
the Ele, ſo as to make one periſh,” yet 
ſince they know not who they are, they ceaſe 
not to tempt all to fin, by all the means they 


can, as knowing that is the way to make them 


miſerable: And becauſe many ſouls are igno- 
rant of their devices, they eaſily prevail upon 


them to their eternal ruin. And how*they q 
treat them here, for liſtening to their tempt#L | 
tions, you have ſeen already, and will fee | 


more of it quickly. And though they do it 


to ſatisfy the rage they have againſt them, as | 


they are men, yet are they therein the Al- 
mighty's agents, and the juſt executioners of 


wilfully deſtroy ane by mn to 
the devil. b | 

Paſſing a little further, we ſaw a multingds 
of damned ſouls together, gnaſhing their teeth 


dis deſerved vengeance againſt finners, who | | 
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with extreme rage and pain, whilſt the tor- 
menting fiends with helliſn fury poured li- 
quid fire and brimſtone contiaually upon them; 
they, in the mean time, curſing God them- 
ſelves, and thoſe about them, in blaſpheming 
after a tremendous manner. 

I could not forbear aſking of one fiend that 


ſo tormented them, who they were that he 


uſed ſo cruelly? Said he, 


+ . Fiend, They are thoſe that very well de- 


ſerve it: Theſe are thoſe curſed wretches that 
would teach others the right road to heaven, 
whilſt yet themſelves were ſo in love with hell, 
that they came hither. Theſe are thoſe ſouls 
that have been the great factors of hell upon 
the earth, and therefore do deſerve a particular 


regard in hell, We uſe our utmoſt diligence . 


to give every one their ſhare of torments, but 
will be ſure to take care theſe ſnall nat want; 


for theſe have not — their own ſins to an- 


{wer for, but all thoſe too, whom they have 


4 led aftray, both by their doctrine arid ex- 


aple, - „„ 
pen. Since they have been ſuch great 
factors for hell, as you ſay, methinks grati- 
tude ſhould oblige you to uſe them a little 
more kindly. 2 


9 Fiend. o this the impudent fiend anſwered 
me, in a ſcoffing manner, They that expect 


gratitude among devile, will find themſelves 
miſtaken; gratitude is a virtue; but we hate 
ba | L 2 
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all virtue, and profeſs an immortal b 
| againſt it: Beſides, we hate all mankind, and, 

were it in our power, not one of them thould 
be happy. It is true, we do not tell them ſo 
upon earth, becauſe there it is our buſineſs tu 
flatter and: delude them; but when we have 
them here, where they are faſt enough (for 
rom hell there is no redemption ) we ſoon con- 
vince them of their folly in believing us. 


Epen. From the diſeourſe I had heard of 
this and other of the devils, I could not but 


reflect, that it is infinite and unſpeakable grace 
by which any poor finners are brought to 
heaven, confidering how many ſnares and 
baits are laid by the enemy of fouls to entrax 
them by the way ; and therefore it is a work 
well worthy of the bleffed Son of God, to 
ſave his people from their fins, and to deliyer 
them from the wrath to come. But it is an 
unaccountable folly and madneſs in men to 


refuſe the offers of his grace, and to cloſe i in 


with the deſtroyer. 

Angel. It is a ſin that thus hardens their 
hows, and blinds their eyes, ſo that they a 
incapable - of making a right judgment o 
things, until the Holy Spirit comes and anoints 
their eyes with his eye-ſalye, which makes 
the ſcales of ignorance and error to drop off, 


whereby they come to lee 2 in a true | 


ens 
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85 pen. Going further on, I heard a wretch 
| complaining in a heart-breaking ſtrain againſt 
| ' thoſe men'that had betrayed him hither,” 
, Damned Soul, 1 was told, ſaid he, by thoſe 
that I depended on, and thought could have 
4 informed me right, that if I ſaid but Lord 
3 ' have mercy on me, when | came to die, it would 
? be enough to ſave me; but O how wretchedly 
I find myſelf miſtaken, to my eternal ſorrow! 
alas, I called for mercy on my death- bed, but 
found it was too late: This curſed devil here 
that told me juſt before, that I was ſafe enough, 
then told me it was too late; and hell muſt be 
my portion, as I find it is. | bob 
_ Devil. You ſee I told you true at laſt; and 
then you would not believe me. A very pretty 
buſineſs! is it not, think you? You ſpend your 
days in the purſuit of fin, and wallow in your 
filthineſs, and you would go to heaven when 
you die! Would any but a madman think 
that would ever do? No; he that in good 
earneſt does intend to go to heaven when he 


als dies, muſt walk in the ways of holineſs and 
re virtue while he lives. You ſay ſome of your 
Qt lewd companions told you, that faying, Lord 
o have mercy on you, when you |came to die, 
es 


would be enough: A very tine excuſe ! You 

| _— have known, if you'd have given your- 

ag felt but leiſure to have read the Bible, that 

without holineſs, there is none ſhall ſee the Lord! 

Therefore this is the 1 5 the matter, you 
f 3 
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were willing to live in your ſins as long as 
you could, you did not leave them at laſt be- 
cauſe you did not like them, but becauſe you 
could follow them no longer: And this you 
know to be true. And could you have the 
impudence to think to go to heaven with the 
love of ſin in your heart? No, no, no ſuch 
matter: Vou have been warned often enough, 
that you ſhould tate heed of being deceived, for 
God would not be mocked, but ſuch as you fowed, 
you ſhould alſo reap : So that you have no rea- 
fon to complain of any thing but your own 


folly, which you now ſee too late. 


Epen. This lecture of the devil was a very 
cutting one to the poor tarmented wretch, 


- faid I'to my conductor, and contains the true 


caſe of many now on earth, as well as thoſe 
in hell. But O what a far different judge- 
ment do they make in this ſad ſtate, from 
what they did on eart _ 4 
Angel. The reafon of that is, replied my 
guardian angel, becauſe they will not allow 
themſelves to think what the effect of ſin will 
be, nor what an evil it is, whjlſt upon earth: 
It is inconſideration is the ruin of ſo many 
thouſands, who think not what they are do- 
ing, nor whither they are going, till it is too 
. help it. "I K : 10 A 


3 


We had not gone much further, before 
we heard another tormenting of himſelf, and 


| 


333% WT.” OR Wo We 


= 35: ak 


grave: Ah 


. ©» VI8TONS OF HEIL. - 127 
aggravating «his own miſery, by reflection on 
the happineſs of bleſſed ea Mak xt, 
Dam. Soul. How brightly, ſaid he, do the 
ſaints in heaven ſhine in the glory of the di- 
vine Image, whilft I am deformed! And yet I 
was once as capable of that glory as they; 
had the fame nature with them, the ſame 
reaſon, the intellectual faculties and powers; 
but, O what a prodigious monſter am I now 
become? That I ſhould hate, and hate eter- 
nally, the eternal Excellency: Now ſin and 
death are finiſhed upon me: And O how vaſt 
is the difference between us? They have the 
human nature in its moſt exalted beauty and 
perfection; but I, curſed I, have the fame na- 
ture in its utmoſt turpitude-and depravation; 
which renders the compariſofi unſpeakably far 
more unequal than that would be of the moſt 


. amiable lovely perſon, flouriſhing in all the 


gaiety and prime of youthful ſtrength and 


beauty, with a putrefied and rotten carcaſe, 


deformed by. the corruption of a loathſome 
| whence is this amazing diffe- 
rence but through my wilful and accurſed fin? 
It is fin, it is only fin, that has undone me, 
and brought me here to ſuffer, as the juſt re- 


ward thereof, the dreadful vengeance of eter- 
nal fire. WOE: ac 


Epen. We, were diverted from giving any 
further ear unto theſe ſtinging ſelf · reflections 


of this poor loſt creature, by ſeeing a vaſt 
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number of tormenting fiends laſhing inceſ- 


ſantly a numerous company of wretched ſouls 


with knotted whips of ever-burning ſteel ; 


whilſt they roared out with cries ſo very pier- 


_cing, and ſo lamentable, I thought it might 

have melted even'cruelty itſelf into ſome pity. 
which made me ſay to one of the tormentors, 
O ſtay your hand, and do not uſe ſuch cruelty 
as this to them who are your fellow-creatures, 
and whom perhaps you have tara teas be- 
trayed to all this miſery. 


Devil. No (anſwered the tormentor very 
ſmoothly) though we are bad enough, no 


devil ever was as bad as they, nor guilty of 


ſuch crimes as they have been: For we all 


| know there is a God, although we hate him; 
but theſe are ſuch as never could be brought 


to own (till they came a that there was 


ſuch a 


Hpen. Then theſe, faid I, are Atheiſts : 
A wretched fort of men indeed; and who had 
once like to have ruined me, had not eternal 


Grace prevented it. 
I had no ſooner ſpoke, but one of the. tor- 


mented wretches cries out, with a fad mourn- 


ful accent 
Den. Seal: Sore 1 ſhould blow that voice: 
I muſt be -Epenetus. — 


' I-was amazed to hear my name men- 


tioned by one of the infernal crew; and there- 
fore being deſirous to Ong who it was, I an- 
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(bred: Yes, I am Epenetus ; but who are 
you, in that ſad. loſt condition, that knows: 
mer,? 
# Dive: Soul. To this the loſt unknown re- 


plied, I was once well acquainted with you 


upon earth, and had almoſt perſuaded you to 
be of my opinion. I am the author of that 
| — — book, ſo wo nien by the title of 


Leviathan. 


I e Hobbs, fad 1 


Are you come hither? Your voice is ſo muck __ 
change, I did not know it. 


Hobbs. Alas, "replied: he, I am that un- 

| happy | man indeed: But am ſo far from being 
great, that I am one of the moſt wretched 
perſons in all theſe ſooty territories. - Nor is 

it any wonder that my voice is changed; for 1 
am now changed in my principles, though +" 


changed too late to do me any good: For 
now I know there is a God: But O! I wiſh 


there were not; ; for I am ſure he will have no 
on me: Nor is there any reaſon that 


he ſhould: I do confeſs, I was his foe on 
earth, and now he is mine in hell; where he 
makes me to ſuffer all that Almighty Power 
can inflict, or that a creature is able to ſuſtain. 
1 feel, I feel, to my eternal woe, that I am 


now 'the ſubject of that power I once ſo 
wickedly derided: And it is that wretched 


confidence I had in my own wiſdom that hay 
thus betrayed me. 


— 
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_ ... Epen, Your caſe indeed is miſerable, and 
yet you needs muſt own you ſuffer juſtly: 
For how induſtrious were you to make proſe- 
Iytes of others, and ſo involve them in the 
me damnation, None has more reaſon to 
know this than I, who had almoſt been taken 
in the ſnare, and periſhed irrecoverabl. 
Habbs. It is that, ſays he, that ſtings me 
to the heart, to think how many periſh by 
my means; I was afraid, when firſt I heard 
your voice, that you had likewiſe been con- 
ſigned to puniſhment, - Not that I can with 
any perſon happy, for it is my plague to think 


that any are ſo whilſt I am miſerable; but be- 


cauſe every-ſoul that is brought hither through 
my ſeduction, whilſt J was on earth, doubles 
my pains in hell, Ne 
Epen. But tell me, for I fain would be in- 
formed, and you can do it: Did you indeed 


believe, when upon earth, there was no God? 


Could you imagine that the world could 
make itſelf? And that the creatures were the 
cauſes. of their own production? Had you no 
fecret whiſpers in your ſoul, that told you it 
was another made you, and not you yourlelt? 
And had you never any doubts, about this 
matter? I haye often heard it ſaid, when upon 
earth, though there are many that . profeſs 
there is no God, there is not one that thinks 
jo; and it would be ſtrange there ſhould, 
becauſe there is none but carry in their boſom 


— 
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2 witneſs for that God whom they deny. Now 
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| can tell whether it ĩs ſo or no; and you 
ve now no reaſon to conceal your ſniinen ts: 


Hobbs, Nor will I'Epenetus, anſwered he, 
although the thoughts thereof ſting me afreſh, 


a being to all other creatures: But falling af- 
terwards to vicious courſes, which rendered 
me obnoxious-to his wrath, I had ſome ſecret 
wiſhes-there was none: for it is impoſſible to 
think there is a God, and not withal to think 
him juſt and righteous, and conſequently that 


law: And being, I was conſeious to myſelf 
obnoxious to his juſtice, it made me hate 
him, and with that there was no ſuch being 2 


began to hope there was no God; and from 
thoſe hopes began to frame in my own breaft 
eas ſuitable to what hoped: And having 
thus, in my own thoughts, framed a neu 
ſyſtem of the world's original, excluding 


prevailed upon myſelf to give them credit, 
and then endeavoured to faſten the belief of 
them on others, But before I came to ſuch 


found ſeveral checks in my own conſcience for 


I did at firſt believe there was a God, who was 
that ſovereign ſelf-ſubſſting power that gave 
he is lived to puniſh the tranſgreſſors uf his 


But tilt purſuing the ſame vicious courſes, | 
and finding juſtice did not overtake me, I ther 


thence the being of a Deity, I found myſelf. 
ſo fond of theſe new notions, that I at laſt 


a height as this, I do acknowledge that 1 


what I did, and all along was now and then 
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be troubled with ſome ſtrange uneaſy thoughts, 
as if I ſhould not find all right at laſt; which 
I endeavoured to put off, as much as in me 
lay. And now I find thoſe checking thoughts 
that might have been of ſervice to me then, 
are here the things that moſt of all torment 
me. And I muſt own the love of fin hard- 
ened my heart againſt my Maker, and made 
me hate him firſt, and then deny his being. 
Sin, that I hugged ſo cloſe within my boſom, 
+ has been the curſed cauſe of all this woe; the 
ſerpent that has ſtung my ſoul to death: For 
now I find, maugre my vain philoſophy, and 
thoſe, new ſyſtems I endeavoured to obtrude 
upon the world, There is a GOD, and that a 
great and terrible one, I find too now, that 
God will not be mocked, although it was my 
daily practice in the world to mock at Heaven, 
and ridicule whatever things are ſacred, which 
were the means I uſed to ſpread abroad, my 
curſed notions, and which I always found 
very ſucceſsful, For thoſe I could but get to 
ridicule the ſacred oracles, I always looked 
upon to be in a fair way to beeome my diſ- 
ciples. But now. the thoughts thereof are 
more tormenting to me than all the torments 
I ſuſtain by whips of burning ſteel. For no- 
thing more provokes the offended Majeſty of 
Heaven, than thus to ridicule what he has 
made ſo awful. e 
Eben. By that which you Rave ſaid, it is 
eaſy to diſcern the great malignity of ſin 
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 I6ainſt the ever-bleſſed God; from whoſe 
moſt righteous will and law it is a deviation. 


And it was alone your giving way to fin that 
entailed / all your miſeries upon you; and 
doubtleſs, it is a cruel and tormenting thought 
to think, that what yousſuffer is moſt juſtly. 
But it is not my deſign to aggravate your 


miſeries, only 1 would aſk another queſtion, | 


that I would be reſolved in: I heard yourſelf, 
and others in the ſame condition with you, 
cry. out of burning ſteel, and fire, and flames; 
and yet I cannot difcern it: Where there is 


fre, there muſt be ſome degree of light; and 


yet for ought appears to me, you are ſtill in 
utter darkneſs. N een 
Hobbs. O that I could but fay'T felt no 
fire! How eaſy would my torments be, to 
that which now I find them! But out alas, 
the fire that we endure ten thouſand times 
exceeds all culinary fire in fierceneſs; and is 
of a quite different nature from it: Which 
you already well obſerved in one particular, 
which is, there is no light at all attends it, 
2s does upon ſuch fire as burns upon earth; 
but notwithſtanding all the fire in hell, we 


are in utter darkneſs. But then the fire you 


burn on earth, is of a preying and devouring 


nature; for whatſoever it takes hold of, it 
1. conſumes to aſhes; and when it meets with 
no more fuel, it goes out. But here it is not 


ſo; for though it —m— with that tremendous 
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fierceneſs, which, none but thoſe that feel it 
know, yet does it not conſume, nor never 


will: We ſhall ever be burning, yet not 


burned : It is a tormenting, but not a con- 
ſuming fire. The fire that is burned on earth 
is a corporeal fire, and cannot ſeize on imma- 
terial ſubſtance; and ſuch are fouls: But here 
the fire ſeizes upon our ſouls, and puts them 
into pain ſo exquiſite and ſo tormenting as 
cannot be expreſſed. It was my ignorance 
of this, wlien upon earth, that made me ri- 
dicule the notion of immaterial ſubſtances be- 
ing burned by fire; which here, to my own 
colt, I find too true. And then another dif- 
ference betwixt the fire that burns us here, 
and that which burns on earth, is this, that 
you can kindle that whenever you pleaſe, and 
quench it when you will: But here it is other- 
wiſe; this fire is kindled by tbe breath of 
. Heaven; like to a ſtream of brimſtone, and it 
burns for ever; and therefore it is moſt pro- 


N perly ſtyled, Fire unguenchable, which is here 


like to be our everlaſting portion. And this 
is what I have to anſwer to the laſt ſad que- 
ſtion that you aſked me. & who 
Epen. Sad indeed I faid I. See what Al- 
mighty Power can inflict on thoſe that vio- 
late his righteous law I was making ſome 
further obſervations on what I heard; when 
the relentleſs fiend, who was before torment- 
ing them, thus interrupted me: Me EE 


\ 
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Devil. You ſee by him what ſort of men 
they were when in the world; arid do not you 
think that they deſerve the puniſhment they 


* 


- undergo? 


Epen. To which I anfwered, Doubtleſs/it 


is the juſt reward of fin which now they ſuf- 


fer, and which hereafter you ſhall ſuffer too; 
for you, as well as they, have ſinned againſt 
the ever-bleſſed God, and for your {in ſhall 
ſuffer the juſt vengeance of eternal fire. -Nor 


zs it in the leaſt any excuſe to ſay, you never, 


doubted the being of a God; for though 'you \ 
knew there was a God, yet you rebelled | 


againſt him, and therefore ſhall be juſtly pu- 
niſhed with everlaſting deſtruction. from the 


preſence of the Lord, and from the glory of 
„ OS RE AN 
Devil. To this the fiend replied, It is true 
we know we ſhall be puniſhed as thou haſt 
ſaid; but if it be a reaſon why mankind ſhould - 
liave pity ſhewed them, © becauſe they fell 
through the temptations of the devil, it is 
the fame caſe with me, and all the reſt of the 
inferior ſpirits, for we were tempted by the 
Bright Sun of the Morning to take part with 
him, And therefore, though this aggravates 
the crime of Lucifer, it ſhould extenuate that 
of inferior ſpirits, ' Rene . 
Ang. To this my bright conductor (who 


bad not ſpoken to them ſince my coming 
hither) thus replied with a ſtern, angry coun- 
| M : 
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tenance, O thou apoſtate, wicked, lying ſpi- 
rit / Canſt thou affirm thoſe things] and ſee 
me here? Doſt thou not know it was thy 


proud heart made thee take part with Lucifer 


againſt the bleſſed God, who had created thee 
.a glorious creature? But priding of thyſelf in 


thy own beauty, thou wouldſt haye been above 
thy blefſed Creator, and ſo wert ready to take 


part with Lucifer, and juſtly art with him caſt 


.down to hell; and thy former comelineſs and 


beauty changed to that horrid monſtrous form 
in which thou now appeareſt, as the juſt pon 
niſhment of thy rebellious pride. 
Devil. To this the apoſtate ſpirit only faid, 
Why doſt thou thus invade our territoties, 
and come here to torment us before our 
tine? And when he had ſaid this, flunk 
2 as if he durſt not Ny to haye n- 
wer. 
Eden. The fiend being gone, I ſeid to my 
conductor, ſomething I have already heard 
about the fall of the apoſtate angels, but 
have a great deſire to be informed in the par- 
ticulars thereof more full. 
Ang. To this my guardian angel anſwered 
me, When thou ſhalt once have put off thy 
mortality; and be tranſlated to the bleſſed 
above, there thou ſhalt 'know ſuch things as 
now thou caſt. not apprehend. And there- 
fore in by nen ſtare, defire not to be vil 
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above what is written. It is enough to know 


the angels ſinned, and for their fin were caſt 
down to hell. But how pure ſpirits ſhould - 


have a thought axiſe in their hearts againſt the 


eternal Purity that firſt created them, is what 


thou art not capable of comprehending now. 


The angelic ſpirits are free agents all, cre- 
ated ſo by the Almighty, who loves to have 
a free and willing ſervice offered him by all 
his creatures; and this, the ſacred oracles in- 


form you, is called a reaſonable. ſervice; and 


angels had a time for their probation, even 
in heaven, as well as Adam had in paradiſe, 
and, like him, were created in a poſſibility 


of falling. But as the fault of Adam was re- 
paired by the great promiſe of the bleſſed 
Meſſiah, ſo all thoſe bleſſed fpirits, that kept 
their ſtation in the great defection of the 


apoſtate angels, are, through the wondrous . 


grace of the Meſſiah, confirmed therein for 
ever, that he might be the head F angels too, 


| as well as men, and have in all things the pre- 


eminence, as well becomes the eternal Son of 
God. But you have ſeen enough in theſe 
black realms of--miſery and woe to ſhew the 
glory of eternal Juſtice, which even the damned 
ſpirits own to be ſo. For when that great 


| deciding day ſhall come, in which the bodies 
, of the dead ſhall rife and be united to their 


ſouls again, and then appear before the judge- 
ment-ſcat, there is none of theſe black ſouls 
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but will plead guilty, and juſtify the judge- 


ment of damnation that they ſhall then Hear | 


God pronounce againſt them. 
them complain moſt of the torment that ariſes 
from their own ſenſe of guilt, which juſtifies 
the juſtice of the puniſhment. "This gloomy 

priſon is the beſt glaſs to behold ſin in its 

moſt proper colours; for were there not the 
greateſt malignity in ſin, it; would not be re- 
| warded with ſo extreme a puniſhment. 
Angel. Your inference is very natural; but 
there is yet a better glaſs than this to ſee the 

_ Juſt demerits due to fin: And that is by con- 
templation to behold the bleſſed Son of God 
upon the croſs: "I here we may ſee the dire 
_ effects of fin: There we may ſee its true ma- 
lignity. For all the ſufferings of the dawned 

here are but the ſufferings of creatures ſtill ; 
but on the croſs you ſee a ſuffering God. 

Epen. Surely, ſaid 1, juſtice and mercy did 
never fo triumph and kiſs each other, as in 
that fatal hour. For juſtice here was fully 
ſatisfied in the juſt puniſhment of ſin; and 
mercy triumphed and was pleaſed becaule 
hereby ſalvation for poer finners was effected. 
And O eternal praiſes to his holy name for 
ever, that by his grace has made me willing 
to accept of this ſalvation, and thereby to be- 
come an heir of glory; for I remember ſome 


Epen. I have obſerved, ſaid I, that all of | 


of thoſe. loft wretches here have in their bitter 
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Jamentitions urged, that when falvation has 
A ered. them, they refuſed it. It was 
therefore grace alone that helped me to accept · 

it. My ſhiaing guardian told me hereupon, 

that he muſt now conduct me to the earth 

again, and leave me there to wait with faith . 

and patience, till my expected happy ch 

thould come. And added likewiſe, that it 


would be my wiſdom to retain always ſuen 3 


a due ſenſe of my own unwprthineſs; .for to 
be vile in my own eyes, would make me pre- 
cious in the ſight of God: And that I ſhould 
not take that caution ill, becauſe ths enemy 
of ſouls is readieſt with temptations: to puff 
up thoſe who have had great diſcoveries and 
revelations of the mind of God, for there is 
nothing that the devil aims at more than to 
_ Geſtroy thoſe whoare moſt dear to God: And 
though he ever fails in his attempts, he is un- 
wearied ſtill in his endeavours; and oftentimes 
prevails ſo far againſt them, as to ꝓerſuade 
them to commit thoſe ſins which makes them 
afterwards go mourning to their graves. 
I gave him thanks for the good counſel he 
had given me, and told him I ſhould be much 
wanting to myſelf it I ſhould not accept it 
as the greateſt kindneſs he could ſhewi me. 
Come then, ſaid he, and let us leave theſe 
realms of woe and horror to the poſſeſſion of 
their black MM to in a TRY little 
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ſpace of time, I found myſelf on earth again, 
and in that very place where I deſigned to 
have committed that black ſin of being my 
own murderer, overcome by the temptations 
of the devil, who had perſuaded me there was 
no. God, as is in the beginning of the book 
related. But what way it was that I came 
thither, I am not at all able to determine. As 
ſoon as I was by the bank that 1 before had 
fat on, the bright appearance, by whom I had 
been all along conducted, faid to me, 
Ang. Now, Epenetus, you know where you 
are, and I muſt ſtay no longer with you now; 
I have another miniſtration to attend: Praiſe 
him that fits upon the throne for ever, wha 
has all power in heaven, earth, and hell, 
For all the wonders of his love and grace, 
Dat he has ſhewn you in ſo ſhort a {pace: 
Epen. As I was going to reply to him, m 5 
bright conductor diſappeared, and I was left 
alone. And having for ſume time conſidered 
of the amazing viſions I had ſeen, and of 
= the wondrous things that I had heard, I 
= ſcarce believed I was again on earth; nor did 
I know what time it was I had been abſent. 
And then reſolving to return to my own ha- 
bitation, I firſt kneeled down and prayed 
that I might never loſe a lively ſenſe of all 
thoſe wondrous things that had been ſhewn. 
me; and then roſe up again, bleſſing and 
- praiſing God for all his goodneſs, and much 


* V:SIONs OF HELL. by 1 xa 


admiring at his wondrous grace and conde- 


{cznfion. 


Being returned unto my houſe, | my family 
were much ſurpriſed to fee my countenance 


fo ſtrangely changed, and looked upon me a 
if they ſearce had known me. 


I aſked them what the meaning was of | 
their unuſual admiration ? 

They anſwered, It was the alteration in 
my viſage that had cauſed it. | 

In what reſpect, ſaid 15 is it that 1 am al- \ 
tered ſo? _ + 

They -told me, Yeſterday my looks were 
ſo extremely clouded and caſt down, I ſeemed 


the very image of deſpair: But now" my face 


appeared abundantly more beautiful, and car- 
Ned all the marks' of perfect Joy * and ſatiſ- 
faction in it. | 
If you had ſeen, gie I, what I haye den 
to-day, you would not wonder at the change 
you ſee. Then going into my cloſet, I took 


my pen and ink, and there wrote down what 


J had heard and ſeen, declaring the whole 
viſions from the firſt to laſt; and then ſub- 
joined to it the Poems following on Heaven 
and Hell. All which J hope may have the 
ſame effect on thoſe that read them, as oo 
had on me in writing them. 


Now to the King eternal, immortal, inviſible I 


the only wiſe GOD, be glary for ever. Amen. 
To wlroſe bleſſing [ recommend it. 


— 


1 . 


A PROSPECT OF HEAVEN, 


ly is a lent of pure delight, N pp 
Where ſaints immortal reign; ba 

Infinite days exclude the night, {310 Sh 5 
And gere baniſh 225 "pl a 7 

| There everlaſti ng ſpring abides, | | 8 


And never-withering flowers; 
Death, like à narrow ſea, divides 
5 This heavenly land from ours. 


© "Sweet fields, beyond the favelling fied, - 
Stand dreſs'd in living green, 
* to the Fews old Canaan ſlood, 
M pile Jordan rolled en. | 


But timorous mortals fart and forink \ M7 7 

To ereſs the narrow ſea, „ 
1.81 4 linger ſhivering on the brink, e 
mw And fear to faunch Sy" | „e + 


Cod we but climb where Moſes fend, 
And view the region ver, 
Mot Foraan's fiream, nor Death's cold for,” £0 
| Show's fright us from the ſhore. 9 


Pure are the joys above the 17 
And all the regions peace, 
| "No wanton lips nor envious eye 


120 ſet ar _m the bliG. 


3 A ' PROSPECT OF. HELL, 
There Pat we ſee the ſaints about, 


In their own glorious forms _ 
And wonder why aur fouls did love. 
bs 00 * with mortal worms. 


Soon * the day, ſibeet Lord appear, 
M ben we ſhall dwell above 
And fland and baw among them there, 
Thy glory ſing, and loves, 


A PROSPECT op HELL, b 


x » IT. i Holy Hur and bumble lang: 
i The dreadful God adare; _ 
Revw'rence and awe become the tongue 
- That ſpeaks his dreadful power. . 


Fur in the deep where darkneſs dion 
Great horror and deſpair; © _ 
Ke has built a diſmal hell, 
And flor'd up vengeance there. 


ww * 


Eternal plagues and heavy chains, _ 
- Tormenting racks and coats z — 4 
Satan darts forth immortal pains _ 9 
On wretched, damned 3 3 


i, A PROSPECT oF HEEL) | 
There Satan, the firft finner lies, 
Rears, bites his tron bands; © 


t vain the ribel Nrives ta riſe, © 
„ with God's weighty bans; 


"There guilty 7515 of Adam's race 0 8 
Shriek out beneath his-rbd; 

Once they could feorn a Saviour 5 ra VII 

And griev'd an anzry G. 


Fa 42 multitudes of fners le, 
And darkneſs makes their chains : | 
Tortur'd with. deep deſpair ey cry, 
Lit wait for . n 1 


> A 


- v5 . 


== Not all their inguiſh iid their 20. 


For their old guiltatones, 4 * 

Mer the compaſſion of a Gid * 
F Shall hearken to their grobits.. ; 
„ 5 Ob! oretched flat of deep deſpait) IH Ne 


70 ſee their God remove, 
And fix their doleful ſtation where 
ey never taſle his love. © 


6-JY 93, 
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